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What’s Ahead
Quarterly Preview

This quarter begins with lessons from Luke on Zechariah, John 
the Baptist, and on Mary’s song, as she rejoices in the news that 

God has chosen the humble over the proud in the sending of His 
Son. 
  Unit 2 looks at God’s promises in the Old Testament in 2 Chroni-
cles, Isaiah, and Joel that remind us that we can trust God to keep 
His word to us. He promises to hear prayers of repentance and to be 
present and restore His people after times of distress. 
  Finally, Unit 3 explores God’s call to His followers with lessons 
from 1 Corinthians, 2 Timothy, James, and 1 Peter. These lessons 
teach us that God’s call—and the responsibilities of that call—is 
without regard to an individual’s past. We are to live as chosen, 
royal, holy people who have been called out of darkness into God’s 
marvelous light.

In this quarter, here are some biblical principles you will study 
that can apply to your own life situations:
• Believe it or not, God’s promises are sure.
• Teach others to glorify the Most High.
• Christ is coming—repent and prepare your heart!
• Rejoice in God our Savior.
• Find forgiveness through humble repentance.
• Bear witness! God, the only God, loves you.
• God knows better than you.
• God’s love demands we spend ourselves ending oppression.
• Fear not! God is with us; He will restore all things.
• Boast in the Lord whose wise ways are not ours.
• Always guard the sound teaching of the Gospel.
• Love all your neighbors as yourself.
• Live a life built on the cornerstone of Christ.
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LESSON FOCUS: Believe it or not, God’s promises are sure.

Zechariah Hears from God

Dozens of questions raced through Ayana’s mind, and 
fear was chasing each one of them! How would they 

pay their mortgage, how would they get by? The room 
started to swirl.

“Sweetheart, lie down.” It was the voice of her husband, 
Malik. He helped her from the kitchen stool and guided 
her to the sofa in the family room. 

Malik had just told Ayana about losing his job due to 
severe cutbacks. He had hoped that as an executive, he 
would be spared any cutbacks. But the company said it 
made sense to “eliminate some of their big-ticket items.”

Malik had initially been in a fog of despair, anger, and 
fear. However, 15 minutes into his 45-minute commute, he 
heard the voice of the Lord telling him he was not alone. 
Malik was reminded of the promises of God that he had 
seen come true in his life, time and time again.

“Ayana, God’s got us,” she heard Malik say, as he took 
her hands.

“Heavenly Father, we are going to be strong and coura-
geous,” prayed Malik. “We will not be afraid or discour-
aged, because we believe in You, and You have promised 
that You will be with us wherever we go and whatever 
happens. But we do need You now. So, in confidence, 
we are drawing near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.”

“Amen,” Ayana exhaled, as she opened her eyes.

1. What promises have you believed that came true and 
which have not?

2. Why is it important to be a “promise keeper”?

3. Describe a time when you wanted reassurance that 
God keeps His promises.
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An Angel Appears 
Luke 1:8-12, KJV
8 And it came to pass, that 

while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order 
of his course,
9 According to the custom of 

the priest’s office, his lot was 
to burn incense when he went 
into the temple of the Lord.
10 And the whole multitude 

of the people were praying 
without at the time of incense.
11 And there appeared unto 

him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of 
the altar of incense.
12 And when Zacharias saw 

him, he was troubled, and fear 
fell upon him.

Luke 1:5 tells us that Zechariah was a priest of the divi-
sion of Abijah (one of the 24 divisions of priests caring for 
the temple). Zechariah was married to Elizabeth, who was 
a relative of Mary, the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:36). Luke 
tells us that both Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous 
in the eyes of God, but that Elizabeth had been unable to 
bear children for her entire life (Luke 1:6-7). It was com-
monly believed that barrenness was a sign of God’s disfa-
vor upon a woman. However, God also allowed barren-
ness to enhance a blessing He was going to impart such as 
with Sarah, Rebecca, Hannah, and Elizabeth. 

Zechariah’s duty on this day, as chosen by lot, was the 
burning of incense, which was a fragrant symbol of the 
prayers of God’s people, rising up to heaven. Since the 
temple priest acted as a mediator between God’s people and 
the Lord, the people gathered around the temple entrance 

Luke 1:8-12, NIV
 8Once when Zechariah’s 

division was on duty and he 
was serving as priest before 
God, 9he was chosen by lot, 
according to the custom of 
the priesthood, to go into the 
temple of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10And when the time 
for the burning of incense 
came, all the assembled wor-
shipers were praying outside.
11Then an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him, standing at 
the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12When Zechariah 
saw him, he was startled and 
was gripped with fear. 
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in order to participate in the ritual. They were not allowed 
inside the Most Holy Place; only a ceremonially clean priest 
was allowed. The people also had a role to play, however, 
and that was to offer up the prayers that were symbolized in 
the rising smoke of the altar’s incense (see Rev. 8:3-4).

While Zechariah was performing his duties near the altar 
of incense, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, and he was 
gripped with fear. It is inherently terrifying to be in the same 
room with a holy heavenly being who has been in the pres-
ence of God. 

4. What was Zechariah doing just before the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him? 

5. What was Zechariah’s emotional response to the 
appearance of God’s messenger? 

A Joyful Announcement
Luke 1:13-17, KJV
13 But the angel said unto him, 

Fear not, Zacharias: for thy 
prayer is heard; and thy wife 
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, 
and thou shalt call his name 
John.
14 And thou shalt have joy 

and gladness; and many shall 
rejoice at his birth.
15 For he shall be great in the 

sight of the Lord, and shall 
drink neither wine nor strong 
drink; and he shall be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, even from 
his mother’s womb.
16 And many of the children of 

Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God.
17 And he shall go before 

Luke 1:13-17, NIV
 13But the angel said to him: 

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; 
your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you are 
to call him John. 14He will be 
a joy and delight to you, and 
many will rejoice because 
of his birth, 15for he will be 
great in the sight of the Lord. 
He is never to take wine 
or other fermented drink, 
and he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit even before 
he is born. 16He will bring 
back many of the people of 
Israel to the Lord their God. 
17And he will go on before 
the Lord, in the spirit and 
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him in the spirit and power of 
Elias, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a peo-
ple prepared for the Lord.

The angel, who we later learn is Gabriel, told Zechariah 
that the priest’s prayers had been heard. From the angel’s 
pronouncement, we can presume that Zechariah had been 
praying for the Lord to open Elizabeth’s womb.  

Gabriel told Zechariah that Elizabeth was going to have 
a son, and they were to name him John. Of course, this 
baby became John the Baptist. The angel also described 
the future ministry of their baby. John would grow up to 
be fully-devoted to God, and once he began his prophetic 
ministry, many would see the hand of God upon this man. 

His parents were to be sure that he was never to touch 
alcohol, because he would instead be filled with the Holy 
Spirit (even in the womb). By emphasizing the importance 
of deep and life-changing repentance, his eventual role 
would be to “pave the way” for the Messiah, so that the 
hearts of many people would be ready to receive Him. 
Gabriel stated that John would represent the spirit of 
Elijah and would announce the coming of God’s Messiah.

6. What did Gabriel say was going to happen to 
Zechariah and Elizabeth? 

7. What did the angel predict about the eventual mission 
of their son? 

Unhealthy Doubt
Luke 1:18-20, KJV
18 And Zacharias said unto the 

angel, Whereby shall I know 
this? for I am an old man, and 
my wife well stricken in years.
19 And the angel answering 

power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the parents to their 
children and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the righ-
teous—to make ready a peo-
ple prepared for the Lord.”

Luke 1:18-20, NIV
 18Zechariah asked the 

angel, “How can I be sure of 
this? I am an old man and 
my wife is well along in 
years.”
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said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; 
and am sent to speak unto thee, 
and to shew thee these glad 
tidings.
20 And, behold, thou shalt be 

dumb, and not able to speak, 
until the day that these things 
shall be performed, because 
thou believest not my words, 
which shall be fulfilled in their 
season.

Zechariah was stunned to hear that God had granted his 
request, and the angel was surprised by Zechariah’s lack 
of faith. Not only did the angel feel the need to identify 
himself (Gabriel), but he also reminded the old priest that 
he actually stood in the presence of God. And now, this 
faithful, blameless man had slipped into a state of doubt 
and had to be disciplined for his unbelief. 

Gabriel told the priest that he would not be able to 
speak until the child was born. Everything happens in its 
appointed time, and the priest would not be able to com-
municate what he had heard from the angel until he was 
actually holding his miracle baby. 

Contrast Zechariah’s response to that of Mary when she 
received Gabriel’s message about Jesus (Luke 1:29-38). 
Both announcements focused on an improbable concep-
tion and birth. And even though Mary was perplexed by 
the angel’s message, she received it with grace and humil-
ity, and was commended by Gabriel.

When Zechariah’s time of discipline was over and the 
Lord loosened his tongue, we will see that the old priest 
learned his lesson to not doubt the seemingly impossible.

8. What caused Zechariah to doubt the angel’s message? 

9. What was Gabriel’s response to Zechariah’s disbelief?

19The angel said to him, 
“I am Gabriel. I stand in 
the presence of God, and 
I have been sent to speak 
to you and to tell you this 
good news. 20And now 
you will be silent and not 
able to speak until the day 
this happens, because you 
did not believe my words, 
which will come true at 
their appointed time.”
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Listening for God’s Promises 
At the time the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah, 

the priest was fulfilling his duty of burning incense in the 
temple, a symbol of the prayers of God’s people. It makes 
sense that Zechariah himself also prayed during this time. 
The people of God gathered outside the temple to offer 
their own prayers to God and so participate in the work 
of God’s kingdom. An angel may not personally bring us 
a message from God, but we can listen for God’s promises 
by spending time in prayer with Him. This helps us learn 
to hear His voice through His Word.

The angel reassured Zechariah with the news that God 
had heard his prayers. This promise is true for all who fol-
low God, as we read in many Scriptures (2 Chron. 7:14, 
Ps.17:6, 1 Pet. 3:12, 1 John 5:14-15, etc.). What God prom-
ised Zechariah seemed impossible, but God had a specific 
purpose in John’s miraculous birth. When God speaks to 
us through His Word, other people, or in the quietness 
of our hearts with the Holy Spirit, we would be wise to 
seek His purpose. John’s role was to prepare the people’s 
hearts to receive the Messiah. God’s promises lead people 
to Him, to worship Him and see His glory. We can be 
sure He will keep His promises that result in leading more 
people to trust in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Like Zechariah, we may doubt we’ve heard from God or 
that He will really keep His promises, even those we read 
in Scripture. We strengthen our faith best when we focus 
on God, not the situation or seemingly impossible circum-
stances. God will reassure us in the truth of His promises 
when we humbly accept His working in our lives.

10. How might our prayers allow us to participate in 
the work of God’s kingdom?

11. How can we listen for and hear God’s promises? 

12. What purpose(s) does God have in the promises He 
gives in Scripture?
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Living Out My Faith
This lesson describes God’s promise to Zechariah, ful-

filled later in the same chapter. The Bible contains many 
examples of God’s promises and their fulfillment to 
show us we can absolutely trust Him to keep His Word. 
Through Zechariah and Mary’s stories, we see God is 
pleased when we accept and believe His promises.

 � In light of God’s faithfulness, what are you willing to prom-
ise God? Complete the sentence frame below or write it on 
an index card. As time allows, expand the sentence to write a 
prayer to God expressing belief and trust in His promises.

 � Because I believe God’s promise that He will ____, I promise 
to God that I will _____.

KEY VERSE
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is 
heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt 
call his name John. —Luke 1:13, KJV

But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your 
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
and you are to call him John.” —Luke 1:13, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 5 through December 11

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Malachi 3:1-6—God’s Messenger Is Coming.
Tues. Malachi 3:7-18—God Calls His People to Return.
Wed. Malachi 4:1-6—God’s Prophet Is Coming.
Thurs. 2 Peter 1:16-21—God’s Spirit Moves His Prophets. 
Fri. Zechariah 12:1-10—God Will Preserve David’s House.
Sat. Luke 1:57-66—God Opens Zechariah’s Mouth.
Sun. Luke 1:67-80—Blessed Be the God of Israel.
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LESSON FOCUS: Teach others to glorify the Most High.

Zechariah Speaks

I didn’t know they still had ‘Show and Tell’ in schools,”  
Natalie said as she watched her young friend’s child 

glue the red heart on the poster board.
Latasia was both cutting out letters and watching her 

seven-year-old daughter, Chantele. She looked up and 
gave a smile to her older friend.

Natalie had been a constant source of godliness and 
strength in Latasia’s life, and she was thankful. It was 
Natalie who recommended praying with Chantele when 
Nandi, their dear pet, ran away. Nandi was a one-year-
old Lab and Pit Bull mix. Nandi had been missing for four 
days, and Natalie feared he had been stolen. After Latasia 
and Chantele pasted flyers around town and on social 
media, Natalie recommended that Latasia pray with her 
daughter for Nandi’s safe return.

In less than 24 hours, Latasia was contacted about where 
they could pick up Nandi. “See how God answered our 
prayer,” Latasia said to her daughter. “When God blesses 
us, we should be grateful, praise His name, and tell others 
about it.”

When Chantele told her mother about the “Show and 
Tell” assignment and asked if she could make a poster board 
thanking God for bringing Nandi home, Latasia actually 
leaped for joy. Some 40 minutes later, Natalie told Chantelle, 
“This is a beautiful thank You board,” and then turned to 
Latasia. “But more importantly, you have been an example 
and sown something invaluable in your daughter’s heart.”

1. Who in your life has been an example and taught you 
to trust and glorify God?

2. What does it mean to glorify God?

3. How does reading Scripture prepare us to teach others 
about God?
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The Birth of John the Baptist
Luke 1:57-61, KJV
57 Now Elisabeth’s full time 

came that she should be deliv-
ered; and she brought forth a 
son.
58 And her neighbours and her 

cousins heard how the Lord had 
shewed great mercy upon her; 
and they rejoiced with her.
59 And it came to pass, that 

on the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child; and they 
called him Zacharias, after the 
name of his father.
60 And his mother answered 

and said, Not so; but he shall be 
called John.
61 And they said unto her, 

There is none of thy kindred that 
is called by this name.

Elizabeth’s friends and family heard the news of 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy and were elated. When the baby 
was delivered full term (in an age of high infant mortal-
ity), they had even more reason to celebrate. 

In keeping with the covenant with Abraham and the 
laws of Moses around the practice, baby John was cir-
cumcised on the eighth day of his life. If a baby lived at 
least eight days, there was a high chance that the infant 
was going to survive, so parents would often wait at least 
eight days to name the child. Of course, everyone in the 
crowd who was supporting Elizabeth expected the boy to 
be named after his dad, Zechariah. But Elizabeth corrected 
the false expectation and insisted his name was to be John. 

Keep in mind, Zechariah was still mute at this time. 
He had been unable to speak for nine months. But even 

Luke 1:57-61, NIV
 57When it was time for 

Elizabeth to have her baby, 
she gave birth to a son. 
58Her neighbors and rela-
tives heard that the Lord 
had shown her great mercy, 
and they shared her joy.
 59On the eighth day they 

came to circumcise the 
child, and they were going 
to name him after his father 
Zechariah, 60but his mother 
spoke up and said, “No! He 
is to be called John.”  
    61They said to her, “There 
is no one among your rela-
tives who has that name.”
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though Zechariah could not speak, that did not mean he 
did not communicate to his wife everything that the angel 
Gabriel had told him. Later, when the crowd wanted to 
hear from Zechariah, he asked for a writing tablet. From 
this we can surmise that Zechariah already communicated 
with Elizabeth by writing out his thoughts and responses. 

4. Why was there a great celebration when John was 
born? 

5. Why did the crowd question Elizabeth’s choice of a 
name for the baby? 

Zechariah Speaks 
Luke 1:62-66, KJV
62 And they made signs to his 

father, how he would have him 
called.
63 And he asked for a writing 

table, and wrote, saying, His 
name is John. And they mar-
velled all.
64 And his mouth was opened 

immediately, and his tongue 
loosed, and he spake, and 
praised God.
65 And fear came on all that 

dwelt round about them: and 
all these sayings were noised 
abroad throughout all the hill 
country of Judaea.
66 And all they that heard them 

laid them up in their hearts, say-
ing, What manner of child shall 
this be! And the hand of the 
Lord was with him.

The crowd started making signs to Zechariah to see 

Luke 1:62-66, NIV
 62Then they made signs 

to his father, to find out 
what he would like to 
name the child. 63He asked 
for a writing tablet, and to 
everyone’s astonishment he 
wrote, “His name is John.” 
64Immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue 
set free, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65All 
the neighbors were filled 
with awe, and throughout 
the hill country of Judea 
people were talking about 
all these things. 66Everyone 
who heard this wondered 
about it, asking, “What then 
is this child going to be?” 
For the Lord’s hand was 
with him.
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what the boy should be named. The types of signs they 
made in order to communicate their question may have 
been nothing more than just pointing to the baby. 

As was his custom during his involuntary vow of 
silence, Zechariah asked for a tablet upon which to write. 
The tablet he requested was likely made of either clay or 
wax so that it could receive writing with the use of a sty-
lus and could be “erased” by smoothing out the letters. 

When Zechariah received the tablet, he made it clear to 
the astonished crowd that his baby’s name was to be John. 

The priest’s time of discipline was over, and he was 
finally able to speak. The first thing he did was to begin 
praising God. The crowd witnessed this healing firsthand 
and were once again astonished by what they were seeing. 
Clearly the hand of God was on what would become of 
the child in the future. 

6. What happened when Zechariah confirmed the name 
of the baby as John?

7. What was the crowd’s response to the priest’s sudden 
ability to speak again?

Zechariah’s Prediction 
Luke 1:76-79, KJV 
76 And thou, child, shalt 

be called the prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lord 
to prepare his ways;
77 To give knowledge of 

salvation unto his people 
by the remission of their 
sins,
78 Through the tender 

mercy of our God; whereby 
the dayspring from on high 
hath visited us,

Luke 1:76-79, NIV
76“And you, my child, will be  

 called a prophet of the Most  
  High; 
for you will go on before the  

  Lord to prepare the way for  
  him,
77to give his people the     

       knowledge of salvation    
 through the forgiveness of        
       their sins,
78because of the tender mercy of  

  our God, 
 by which the rising sun will  
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79 To give light to 
them that sit in dark-
ness and in the shad-
ow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way 
of peace.

The priest called the crowd to worship the God who 
had returned to His people to redeem them. He called 
attention to past times where God had redeemed His 
people (in the earthly sense) and that now He had a plan 
to save their souls. The words of this Spirit-inspired psalm 
would give His people courage to face the sometimes dif-
ficult consequences of God’s rescue and restoration. 

Zechariah then turned his attention to his son and pro-
nounced a prophetic blessing over him. John would be 
called the “prophet of the Most High” (vs. 76), prepar-
ing the hearts of the people to receive the message of the 
Messiah. The priest made it clear that the salvation of 
Israel, and the souls of those who made up God’s people, 
rested solely in the hands of the Messiah. The forgiveness 
of God was based upon His compassion and mercy. Those 
for whom this forgiveness would become real would 
experience it through the personal acknowledgement of 
their sins and heartfelt repentance.

Zechariah used a metaphor of the rising sun to illustrate 
how God’s grace will come upon those who look to the 
heavens for God’s deliverance. The light of the Messiah 
would shine within the dark souls of those wrapped up in 
their sins and the looming prospect of death without being 
reconciled with God. But now they could rejoice! The path 
of peace would be laid out in front of them as John would 
cultivate the hearts of people to receive the Messiah.

8. What was the title that Zechariah predicted his son 
would be called? 

9. How did Zechariah describe his son’s eventual 
ministry?

  come to us from heaven
79to shine on those living in    

  darkness and in the shadow of   
  death, 
to guide our feet into the path    

  of peace.”
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Bringing Glory to God
John was born for a specific purpose, to prepare peo-

ple’s hearts for the Messiah’s message of repentance and 
salvation. We have a similar purpose once we have been 
born into God’s family as believers. Our new mission in 
life is to help people become ready or able to receive the 
good news of Jesus’ sacrificial death for our sins and offer 
of reconciliation to God.

The angel declared the unique circumstances of John’s 
birth, as well as his God-ordained ministry. Zechariah 
questioned this message, and received God’s discipline—
he lost his ability to speak until after he declared the name 
God had given his newborn son. Once Zechariah regained 
his speech, he praised and glorified God. Zechariah’s song 
made it clear that the miracles of John’s birth and his own 
healing came from God. The Bible tells us that God disci-
plines those He loves (Proverbs 3:12, Hebrews 12:6). We 
can learn from Zechariah not to question God’s word. We 
also learn to accept discipline. One way we glorify—give 
honor and glory to—God is to point out to others the 
amazing things God has done.

Zechariah’s song arises out of his faith that God would 
heal him and remove the discipline at the proper time. The 
song glorifies God for Who He is and what He has done. 
In only a few words, Zechariah mentioned God’s plan of 
salvation and restoration because of His great mercy and 
compassion. 

10. What can we do to help people become ready (pre-
pared) to receive the good news about God’s Messiah?

11. Why is it important to accept God and His Word, 
that He will do what He says He will do?

12. What does our ministry as believers have in common 
with John’s God-ordained mission?

13. How has God’s mercy, compassion, plan of salva-
tion, and restoration made a difference in your life?
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Reaching Out to Teach
Zechariah taught others to glorify God by his example 

when he sang a song of praise. We teach whenever we 
show or explain how to do something to someone. 

 � Reflect on these questions and write your answers below. 
 
How can you lead by example to show someone how to glorify 
God? 
 
What is one thing you will do this week to teach others to glo-
rify God Most High?

KEY VERSE
And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for 
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways. 
 —Luke 1:76, KJV

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him. 
 —Luke 1:76, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 12 through December 18

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. John 1:1-14—The Word Became Flesh.
Tues. John 1:15-28—John’s Testimony.
Wed. John 1:29-42—Here Is the Lamb of God!
Thurs. John 1:43-51—Come and See!
Fri. Isaiah 40:1-11—Prepare the Way of the Lord.
Sat. Isaiah 40:21-31—Know and Hear!
Sun. Luke 3:2b-6, 15-18—John’s Confession.
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LESSON FOCUS: Christ is coming—repent and prepare your heart!

John the Baptist Appears

Khalil drained the last of his alcohol. He was out with 
his boys, enjoying the Christmas season. 

But there seemed to be a far-away something, calling, 
whispering. He had begun to feel increasingly dissatis-
fied—but why? His job was going well. He had a beauti-
ful, attentive girlfriend. He was an okay person. He wasn’t 
perfect, but who is? He was going tomorrow to help a 
non-profit spread Christmas cheer, wasn’t he?  

The next morning, Khalil was an hour into helping pack 
up supplies for homeless shelters when the previous night 
began to slow him down.

“Rough night?” asked the man who had been paired 
with Khalil. His name was Ayren.

The two men worked well together. Ayren seemed 
like more than just a good guy. So, when he asked Khalil 
to grab a late lunch, Khalil agreed. They talked a while 
before Khalil learned he was a Christian. While Khalil had 
certainly heard about church and religion, he hadn’t really 
been introduced to Jesus. Ayren’s message was warm, 
engaging, and a little alarming. What did God expect of 
him? Khalil felt like he was just as good as anyone else.

“We are all sinners,” said Ayren. “There is no way we 
can be saved—apart from Christ.”

“So, where do I start?” Khalil asked.
“Repent. Now is the time—Jesus could come for any of 

us even today.”

1. What is your natural response when told that Jesus is 
coming soon?

2. What role does repentance, confession of our sins have 
in preparing for Jesus’ coming? 

3. Why is it necessary to prepare our hearts for Jesus’ 
coming?
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John Boldly Preaches in the Wilderness
Luke 3:2b-6, KJV
2b The word of God 

came unto John the son of 
Zacharias in the wilderness.
3 And he came into all 

the country about Jordan, 
preaching the baptism of 
repentance for the remission 
of sins;
4 As it is written in the book 

of the words of Esaias the 
prophet, saying, The voice 
of one crying in the wilder-
ness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths 
straight.
5 Every valley shall be 

filled, and every mountain 
and hill shall be brought 
low; and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the 
rough ways shall be made 
smooth;
6 And all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.

According to Luke 1:80, the young man John “grew and 
became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness 
until he appeared publicly to Israel.” Thus, he had been in 
the wilderness for some time before he went “into all the 
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins” (vs. 3). 

This baptism was different from what Jews of John’s 
time were used to. Water baptism was for “lowly” 
Gentiles who wanted to become Jews—not for Jews who 
desired to repent of their sins and be forgiven by God! 

Luke 3:2b-6, NIV
 2bThe word of God came to 

John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all 
the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins. 
4As it is written in the book of 
the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the  

  wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

 make straight paths for  
  him.
5Every valley shall be filled  

  in,      
every mountain and hill  

  made low.
The crooked roads shall  

  become straight, 
 the rough ways smooth.
6And all people will see  

  God’s salvation.’ ”
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Submitting to such baptism required a huge act of humil-
ity. And yet, this was the baptism John boldly preached, 
and performed. The fact that people were willing to go 
into the wilderness to be baptized served as evidence of 
the power of John’s ministry.

Luke then reminded his readers that John’s wilderness 
ministry of repentance had been prophesied hundreds of 
years earlier by Isaiah. Verses 4-6, which both quoted and 
echoed Isaiah 40:3-5, described John as, “A voice of one 
calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him” (vs. 4). Through John’s min-
istry, “Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and 
hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, 
the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s sal-
vation” (vss. 5-6). 

John was not the Messiah, but he had the critical role of 
preparing the way for Him. And the road would not be 
straight and smooth for Jesus until repentance had taken 
place and the people’s hearts were ready to receive salvation 
from Him. These verses also echo the words of John’s father 
Zechariah at John’s birth: “You, my child, will be called a 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord 
to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge 
of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:76-
77). John had now begun to fulfill the promises Zechariah 
had pronounced over his tiny body three decades earlier.

4. How had John the Baptist been prepared for his 
mission?

5. What was the nature of John’s baptism? 

6. How had John’s ministry been predicted?

John Humbly Points to the Messiah
Luke 3:15-18, KJV
15 And as the people were in 

expectation, and all men mused 
in their hearts of John, whether 

Luke 3:15-18, NIV
 15The people were wait-

ing expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if 
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he were the Christ, or not;
16 John answered, saying unto 

them all, I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier 
than I cometh, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy 
to unloose: he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire:
17 Whose fan is in his hand, 

and he will thoroughly purge 
his floor, and will gather the 
wheat into his garner; but the 
chaff he will burn with fire 
unquenchable.
18 And many other things in 

his exhortation preached he 
unto the people.

Because of the power and authority clearly evident in 
John’s ministry, the people naturally began to wonder: 
Is this the Messiah? Verse 15 stated clearly, “The people 
were waiting expectantly.” They had not only come to 
repent and be baptized, but now their hearts were ready 
for the Messiah to come. John had indeed prepared the 
way.

And yet, in verse 16 John immediately made it clear to 
the people who he was and what his role was in God’s 
plan: “I baptize you with water.” Again, John’s baptism 
was one of repentance for sin, to prepare the people’s 
hearts. The one who could save them from their sins, the 
Messiah, was yet to come—but was coming soon, “the 
straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” Despite 
what John had already accomplished, he recognized that 
his role in God’s plan was tiny in comparison to what the 
Messiah, Jesus, would accomplish.

What’s more, the coming Messiah’s baptism would be 
different from John’s: “He will baptize you with the Holy 

John might possibly be the 
Messiah. 16John answered 
them all, “I baptize you with 
water. But one who is more 
powerful than I will come, 
the straps of whose sandals 
I am not worthy to untie. He 
will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his 
hand to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquench-
able fire.” 18And with many 
other words John exhorted 
the people and proclaimed 
the good news to them.
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Spirit and fire” (vs. 16). This baptism came fully after 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, when the Spirit was poured 
upon all believers at Pentecost (Acts 1:4-5; 2:1-4), and on 
every believer since (Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 3:16; Gal. 4:6). And 
yet, for those who would not listen to and believe in the 
coming Messiah, John promised a different kind of fire. 
The Messiah would separate the wheat from the chaff 
with “[his] winnowing fork” (Luke 3:17). This fire would 
purify those who believed—the “wheat”—while the 
chaff would burn with an “unquenchable” fire (vs. 17). 
Whatever was not worthy of God—made worthy through 
the Messiah—would be separated from God forever.

Verse 18 concluded, “with many other words John 
exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to 
them.” John’s words strengthened those who believed 
them and infuriated those who didn’t—which would lead 
to John’s death not long after this passage took place. 
It was terrifying news to some—specifically, those who 
heard John’s words and refused to repent—but for those 
who would believe, it was the best news possible.

7. What were the people expecting, and what was John’s 
response to 
them?

8. How did 
John say the 
Messiah’s bap-
tism would be 
different from 
his?

9. How 
did verse 18 
describe the 
rest of John’s 
ministry?

John baptized somewhere along the Jordan 
River, the present-day border between Israel 
and Jordan.
Photo: © eldadcarin/Getty Images
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Wrong or Right Preparation
James worked hard at living a good life. He respected 

his parents and elders. He attended church every Sunday 
and faithfully gave his tithes. He followed the golden rule 
of “do to others what you would have them do to you.” 
Although he didn’t know God personally, James believed 
that his works were pleasing to God and preparing him to 
live a good life on earth and for eternity.  

One day, James’s life philosophy was shaken. His best 
friend and colleague stole all his savings— $50,000. He 
was devastated. For the first time, James prayed and 
asked God, “Why me?!” Frantic and perplexed, he sought 
financial help from his uncle. James’s uncle provided the 
financial assistance he needed but told him not everyone 
shared James’s outlook on life. He also explained that to 
hear from God, James needed a relationship with Jesus. 
All his good works without faith in Jesus meant nothing. 
He prayed with James and gave him some Bible verses to 
read at home. Later, when James read the verses his uncle 
gave him, his realized his whole life philosophy and prep-
aration to have eternal life was wrong. Doing good works 
without faith in Jesus was as “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6).

Many people have the same life philosophy as James. 
They believe that by doing good on earth they are prepar-
ing to live eternally with God.  Living a good life on earth 
is commendable but only faith in Christ and allowing the 
Holy Spirit to guide you through this life on earth will 
prepare you to live eternally with Jesus when He returns.

10.  Who do you know who believes that living a “good 
enough” life will get him or her into heaven? 

11. Why do you think God regards our good works as 
“filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6) if we don’t know Him personally 
through His Son Jesus Christ?

12. Have you prepared for Jesus’ second coming by 
having a personal relationship with Him and living by 
faith? If not, would you seriously consider it?
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Prepare Your Heart
Every day you are busy preparing for something. You 

prepare for work, cooking, for a job interview and even 
for meeting with a friend. Yet, do you take time daily to 
prepare your heart for Jesus’ second coming? 

 � God’s Word describes how you can prepare your heart for 
Jesus’ return. Read the following Scripture verses and write 
next to it what you need to do to prepare your heart.  
 
John 10:7-10 _______________________________________ 
 
John 15:9-11 _______________________________________ 
 
Micah 6:8 _________________________________________

 � Is your heart prepared for Jesus’ second coming? If not, 
what can you do to be prepared?

KEY VERSE
And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the bap-
tism of repentance for the remission of sins. —Luke 3:3, KJV

He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a bap-
tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. —Luke 3:3, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 19 through December 25

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Matthew 1:18-25—A Virgin Will Conceive.
Tues. Micah 5:1-15—The Ruler from Bethlehem.
Wed. Isaiah 9:1-7—A Son Is Given.
Thurs. Isaiah 11:1-10—The Root of Jesse.
Fri. Luke 1:26-38—The Lord Is with You.
Sat. Luke 1:39-45—Blessed among Women.
Sun. Luke 1:46-55—My Soul Rejoices in the Lord.
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LESSON FOCUS: Rejoice in God our Savior.

Mary Rejoices

Monica leaned against the vending machine in the 
break room and regrettably sipped the bad coffee 

from the small styrofoam cup. It was 5:30 on Christmas 
morning, and she was bone tired after working 12 hours 
in the hospital emergency room. Holidays always seemed 
to bring a rush of people with problems.

Monica eyed Javina, an intern physician. Granted, 
Javina had just come to work less than an hour ago, but 
still Javina was bright eyed and seemed almost luminous. 
The young physician was talking to two other women 
whom Monica did not know.

When Javina looked up and saw Monica, she waved her 
over. 

“Merry Christmas,” Javina gushed as Monica 
approached the table and sat down. “I only popped 
in here to get some bad coffee, when I saw Erica and 
Charlotte.”

“And she has just been overflowing with the Christmas 
spirit,” interjected Erica, “and it has been a welcome 
delight to briefly chat with her this morning.”

“Javina is always joyful,” smiled Charlotte.
“I’ve noticed that too,” Monica added.
It was Javina’s clue, and she took it. “My joy comes 

from Christ, and the fact that He has made provision for 
my salvation. I’m so thankful to the Lord, and regardless 
of what happens, I rejoice in the God of my salvation. And 
I should be especially joyful today. It’s Christmas! Jesus 
has been born!”

1. What are the main parts of your Christmas 
celebration?

2. Why should we rejoice in God our Savior?

3. How do you rejoice in God our Savior?
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Mary Rejoices in God’s Provision
Luke 1:46-49, KJV
46 And Mary said, My soul 

doth magnify the Lord,
47 And my spirit hath 

rejoiced in God my 
Saviour.
48 For he hath regarded 

the low estate of his hand-
maiden: for, behold, from 
henceforth all generations 
shall call me blessed.
49 For he that is mighty 

hath done to me great 
things; and holy is his 
name.

Mary the mother of Jesus went to visit her relative 
Elizabeth during Elizabeth’s miraculous pregnancy that 
Gabriel had told her about (Luke 1:36). After seeing both 
Elizabeth’s and even the unborn John’s joyous responses 
to Jesus being in Mary’s womb, she now knew beyond 
any doubt that the child she was carrying was indeed “the 
Son of the Most High” (vs. 32). As a result, she responded 
in a worship song to the God who not only could perform 
such miracles, but who was gracious enough to let her 
play a part in one of the greatest miracles of all time. 

The opening of Mary’s song reflects the state of her 
mind and heart: “My soul glorifies the Lord  and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior” (vss. 46-47; magnificat is the 
Latin word for “glorifies” or “magnifies”). Mary recog-
nized her “humble state,” and was awestruck that God too 
was “mindful” of it (vs. 48) but that He had nonetheless 
granted her the honor of bringing the Savior of all man-
kind into the world. God owed Mary nothing; Mary owed 
Him everything. But God saw Mary’s heart, not her cir-
cumstances, and honored her. 

Luke 1:46-49, NIV
46And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47 and my spirit rejoices in  

  God my Savior,
48for he has been mindful  

 of the humble state of his  
  servant.
From now on all generations  

  will call me blessed,
49for the Mighty One has done  

  great things for me— 
 holy is his name.”
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Mary’s song reflected one earlier song of the Old 
Testament in particular (see Hannah’s song, 1 Sam. 2:1-
10) and contained at least 12 other allusions to the Old 
Testament as well. It is clear from this that Mary’s humil-
ity and preparation of her heart included a deep knowl-
edge of God’s Word. It is therefore no wonder that despite 
her youth and “humble state” (vs. 48), she was able to 
express her devotion so eloquently in her song.   

Mary then recognized that despite her social position, 
God had raised her to such a place that “From now on 
all generations will call me blessed” (vs. 48). While some 
have tried to attribute additional blessings and character-
istics to Mary, God had already honored Mary to a degree 
that few could measure up against, and Mary recognized 
this: “the Mighty One has done great things for me” (vs. 
49). And yet, Mary’s humility remained firmly in place: 
“holy is his name” (vs. 49). Despite Mary’s obvious bless-
edness, only a holy, perfect, and almighty God could have 
performed such a miracle.

4. How did Mary begin her song? How did it reflect her 
own humility?

5. What other evidence was there that Mary’s heart had 
been prepared for this moment—and for this song? 

6. How did Mary see herself, because of what God had 
done?

Mary Rejoices in God’s Mercy
Luke 1:50-55, KJV
50 And his mercy is 

on them that fear him 
from generation to 
generation.
51 He hath shewed 

strength with his arm; 
he hath scattered the 

Luke 1:50-55, NIV
50“His mercy extends to those who   

  fear him, 
 from generation to generation.
51He has performed mighty deeds   

  with his arm;  
 he has scattered those who are    
  proud in their inmost thoughts.
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proud in the imagination of 
their hearts.
52 He hath put down the 

mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree.
53 He hath filled the hun-

gry with good things; and 
the rich he hath sent empty 
away.
54 He hath helped his ser-

vant Israel, in remembrance 
of his mercy;
55 As he spake to our 

fathers, to Abraham, and to 
his seed for ever.

Mary’s song then shifted from the personal to the uni-
versal, to all who honored God. It was not just Mary’s 
humility that God had honored, but the humility of all 
“who fear him” (vs. 50). For such people, “His mercy 
extends . . .  from generation to generation” (vs. 50). 
Mary’s example made clear that this “fear” was not cow-
ering or shrinking back; it was a fear expressed by humbly 
yet firmly accepting God’s promises. 

In verses 51-53, Mary contrasted God’s works on behalf 
of the humble with His works against the proud and 
seemingly self-sufficient. The reference to the “mighty 
deeds with his arm” refers to such events as the Exodus. 
No power in the universe is mightier than God Almighty.

Toward those who humbly rely on Him, God ”lifted 
[them] up . . . filled the hungry with good things.” 
Conversely, God “scattered those who are proud in 
their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from 
their thrones . . . [and] sent the rich away empty.” God 
reveals His glory and mercy to those who refuse to glorify 
themselves and understood their need for mercy—and 
also makes His glory painfully clear to those who glo-
rify themselves anyway. In these words we can see the 

52He has brought down rulers  
  from their thrones 
 but has lifted up the humble.
53He has filled the hungry  

  with good things 
but has sent the rich away  

  empty.
54He has helped his servant  

  Israel, 
 remembering to be merciful
55to Abraham and his  

  descendants forever, 
just as he promised our  

  ancestors.”
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upside-down kingdom of God. Some have seen in Mary’s 
words a moral revolution (God has scattered the pride-
ful), a social revolution (God has brought down powerful 
rulers), and an economic revolution (God gives the poor 
great things, not the rich). That warns us still today not to 
follow the values that the world holds dear.  

As she finished her song, Mary returned again specifi-
cally to God’s promises to the nation of Israel. Despite 
their checkered past, God “helped his servant Israel” (vs. 
54). Even when Israel as a nation failed to honor God, 
there were those who continued to worship and serve 
Him. God kept His promises to all Israel, “remembering 
to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
just as he promised our ancestors” (vs. 54). The mention of 

Abraham hearkens back to 
God’s promise to send the 
Messiah through Abraham’s 
descendants. And now, God 
was about to show the great-
est mercy of all to His people. 
Through Mary, He was send-
ing to the earth Jesus, the 
Savior, who would die for 
their sins and then return to 
reign forever.

7.  How did the focus of 
Mary’s song change in verse 
50?

8. What groups of people 
did Mary contrast in verses 
51-53? What did she say 
about each group and how 
God responded to them? 

9. How did Mary end her 
song?

Mary visits Elizabeth in this 
stained glass window from a 
church in Ohio.
Photo: © Nheyob



W e e k  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 5  •  P a g e  3 0 W e e k  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 5  •  P a g e  3 1

True Rejoicing
Watching youth rejoice in the Lord at the Arts Camp 

sponsored by Youth With A Mission (YWAM) in Saint 
Marc, Haiti, I could hardly believe all the hardship they 
had endured. Instead of being angry and bitter, they 
rejoiced in their God and Savior through dancing and 
singing. Their joy was contagious. The audience could not 
help but to rise and rejoice with them. The youth, who did 
not dance or sing, attended the camp to praise God with 
their skills on the soccer field. They embodied rejoicing in 
the Lord by giving their best as athletes. 

While sitting in church with my son, I observed him 
quickly pull a pencil out of his pocket and start drawing 
on the back of the bulletin. As he skillfully drew what is 
in his view, the cross at the altar, the flowers and even the 
pastor, I realized this is his way of rejoicing in God our 
Savior. He uses his gift to appreciate the Gift-Giver. 

Amid the chaos in our college apartment, my roommate 
would find a quiet corner in the house and sit down. She 
would close her eyes and meditate. I never saw her rejoice 
with shouting and singing at the top of her voice like her 
roommates. Instead, she chose to uniquely rejoice in God 
through quiet meditation.

People will try to dictate how we rejoice in the Lord, 
but rejoicing in the Lord should come from within us. 
Everyone rejoices in who God is and what He has done 
for them differently. God is pleased when we rejoice in 
ways that are authentic to who God has made us to be. 
There is no politically correct way to rejoice in God our 
Savior as long as God receives the glory and not man. 

10. Does rejoicing in God our Savior have to be done 
with other people? Explain your answer.

11. What are the benefits of rejoicing in God our Savior?

12. How do you like to rejoice in God your Savior?
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A Daily Decision 
Every morning you wake up you have a decision to 

make—will you choose to rejoice in God our Savior or 
not? It’s easy to justify why you can’t rejoice that day. 
Maybe your body is aching from disease or advancing 
age, your loved one or close friend just died, or you have 
bills you don’t know how you’ll pay. But what if your first 
thought each morning is that Jesus came at Christmas to 
save us, that He suffered, died, and was resurrected that 
we may know God through Him? The prophet Habakkuk 
rejoiced in spite of the terrible things happening in his 
country: “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in 
the God of my salvation” (Hab. 3:18).

 � What is usually your first thought in the morning now? 
How can you develop a mindset of rejoicing in God your 
Savior every morning you wake up?

KEY VERSE
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour. —Luke 1:46-47, KJV

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices 
in God my Savior.” —Luke 1:46-47, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of December 26 through January 1

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Deuteronomy 30:1-10—God Will Bless the Faithful.
Tues. Deuteronomy 30:11-20—Choose Life.
Wed. 1 John 1:1-10—God Forgives the Penitent.
Thurs. 1 John 2:1-11—Christ the Atoning Sacrifice.
Fri. 1 John 3:1-10—We Are God’s Children.
Sat. 2 Chronicles 7:1-11—Dedicating the Temple.
Sun. 2 Chronicles 7:12-22—Walk Faithfully before God.



L e s s o n  5  •  J a n u a r y  1  •  P a g e  3 3L e s s o n  1  •  M a r c h  3  •  P a g e  P B

LESSON FOCUS: Find forgiveness through humble repentance. 

God Promises to Hear and Forgive

After Jayden ended the call, he swatted away the 
uncomfortable feeling. But it flitted back again and 

landed in his heart. 
Jayden had just hung up from talking to his “whole” 

brother, Martell. The two brothers, the only two boys of 
their mother, were close. The introduction of Lemarcus, 
their father’s other son, into their lives had been unsettling 
for Jayden.  

Lemarcus had discovered who his father was about one 
and a half years ago. From the beginning, Martell had 
been welcoming. Jayden had not. It seemed to Jayden 
that he was losing some of Martell’s love, though Martell 
assured him he was not. Still, Jayden had subtly begun a 
campaign to disparage his half-brother. Doesn’t he have a 
criminal record? So, he’s a Christian now?

To Jayden’s last question, Martell had been quick and 
stern with his response. “Aren’t you? Where is your 
love?” Where indeed? Of course, Martell was right. Jayden 
didn’t want to stay in this place of insecurity, criticism, 
and dislike for Lemarcus. 

“You don’t have to hold on to these feelings and 
actions,” Martell told Jayden. “You can repent. Be honest 
with yourself, and be honest with God.”

So, Jayden dropped his head and his guard against his 
brother and humbly went to the Lord. “I’m sorry, Lord,” 
Jayden prayed. “Please forgive me for ugliness toward 
Lemarcus, and help me to love him.”

1. What does it mean to be truly humble?

2. Can you think of an instance where repentance 
changed your behavior?

3. How can we be sure that God accepts our repentance 
and forgives our sins?
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The Lord Promises Relationship
2 Chronicles 7:12-16, KJV
12 And the Lord appeared to 

Solomon by night, and said 
unto him, I have heard thy 
prayer, and have chosen this 
place to myself for an house of 
sacrifice.
13 If I shut up heaven that 

there be no rain, or if I com-
mand the locusts to devour the 
land, or if I send pestilence 
among my people;
14 If my people, which are 

called by my name, shall hum-
ble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.
15 Now mine eyes shall be 

open, and mine ears attent unto 
the prayer that is made in this 
place.
16 For now have I chosen and 

sanctified this house, that my 
name may be there for ever: and 
mine eyes and mine heart shall 
be there perpetually.

After Solomon finished constructing the Lord’s temple 
in Jerusalem, he assembled the Israelites and prayed for 
a special blessing from God. The king asked that God’s 
presence would reside in the temple and He would 
always keep a covenant relationship with His people.  
Fire fell from heaven immediately after Solomon’s prayer 

2 Chronicles 7:12-16, NIV
 12The Lord appeared to 

him at night and said:
 “I have heard your prayer 

and have chosen this place 
for myself as a temple for 
sacrifices.
 13“When I shut up the 

heavens so that there is no 
rain, or command locusts to 
devour the land or send a 
plague among my people, 
14if my people, who are 
called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heav-
en, and I will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land. 
15Now my eyes will be open 
and my ears attentive to the 
prayers offered in this place. 
16I have chosen and conse-
crated this temple so that my 
Name may be there forever. 
My eyes and my heart will 
always be there.”
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(2 Chron. 7:1), showing God had heard his request, but 
several days passed before He fully answered Solomon.

The Lord assured Solomon that He had “chosen” the 
temple as the place for people to make sacrifices to Him 
(vs. 12). According to the law, sacrifice was central for 
safely having a relationship with a holy God, whether for 
covering sin, establishing vows, or simply expressing love 
and gratitude. The sacrifices meant the Lord wants to per-
sonally interact with those who seek Him.

When God made a covenant with Israel, He promised 
that if the nation faithfully depended on Him alone, 
He would provide for its physical needs as a symbol of 
spiritual blessing (Lev. 26:3-10). Therefore, when those 
whom He called “my people” tried to depend on someone 
or something else, their land would suffer (2 Chron. 7:14). 
Yet we see in verse 14 that this was not meant to be a 
punishment for its own sake, but rather to remind the 
people of their dependence on Him for provision. 

Every one of God’s instructions for humble repentance 
was for restoring the people’s relationship with Him. The 
Hebrew term for “humble themselves,” for example, car-
ries the idea of surrendering to their God. The term for 
“turn” means “turning back” to their former relationship. 

The Lord then assured Solomon of this covenant rela-
tionship again, explaining how He would be present in 
the temple. Not only would His “eyes” and “ears” be 
open to worshipers, but His Name and “heart” would be 
there (vss. 15-16). The Lord is not only willing to receive 
the prayers of His people—He would act on them.

4. What did the Lord say was the purpose of the temple?

5. What did God promise He would do when the people 
repented?

6. What did the Lord instruct His people to do for the 
land to be healed?

7. What three things did the Lord say would “be there” 
in His temple?
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Blessings and Judgment
2 Chronicles 7:17-22, KJV
17 And as for thee, if thou wilt 

walk before me, as David thy 
father walked, and do accord-
ing to all that I have command-
ed thee, and shalt observe my 
statutes and my judgments;
18 Then will I stablish the 

throne of thy kingdom, accord-
ing as I have covenanted with 
David thy father, saying, There 
shall not fail thee a man to be 
ruler in Israel.
19 But if ye turn away, and 

forsake my statutes and my 
commandments, which I have 
set before you, and shall go and 
serve other gods, and worship 
them;
20 Then will I pluck them up 

by the roots out of my land 
which I have given them; and 
this house, which I have sancti-
fied for my name, will I cast out 
of my sight, and will make it 
to be a proverb and a byword 
among all nations.
21 And this house, which is 

high, shall be an astonishment 
to every one that passeth by it; 
so that he shall say, Why hath 
the Lord done thus unto this 
land, and unto this house?
22 And it shall be answered, 

Because they forsook the Lord 
the Lord of their fathers, which 

2 Chronicles 7:17-22, NIV
 17“As for you, if you 

walk before me faithfully 
as David your father did, 
and do all I command, and 
observe my decrees and 
laws, 18I will establish your 
royal throne, as I covenanted 
with David your father when 
I said, ‘You shall never fail 
to have a successor to rule 
over Israel.’
 19“But if you turn away 

and forsake the decrees and 
commands I have given you 
and go off to serve other 
gods and worship them, 
20then I will uproot Israel 
from my land, which I have 
given them, and will reject 
this temple I have consecrat-
ed for my Name. I will make 
it a byword and an object of 
ridicule among all peoples. 
21This temple will become 
a heap of rubble. All who 
pass by will be appalled and 
say, ‘Why has the Lord done 
such a thing to this land 
and to this temple?’ 22People 
will answer, ‘Because they 
have forsaken the Lord, the 
God of their ancestors, who 
brought them out of Egypt, 
and have embraced other 
the gods, worshiping and 
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brought them forth out of the land 
of Egypt, and laid hold on other 
gods, and worshipped them, and 
served them: therefore hath he 
brought all this evil upon them.

 Just as the Lord’s first covenant promised Israel that a 
good spiritual relationship with Him would bring bless-
ings on the land, He promised if Solomon was faithful, 
he would have a long rule, and his family line would 
continue as kings. Then the Lord gave the people a strict 
warning: if they served other gods, He would ruin them 
altogether. He clearly promised that He would accept His 
people’s repentance when His punishments on the land 
turned their hearts back to Him. Yet if their repentance 
wasn’t genuine—or wouldn’t happen at all—the Lord 
would uproot the people from the land He promised to 
them. Further, the temple with His “Name”—meaning His 
character and reputation—would then be a “byword”—
a horrific example of the Lord’s fearsome judgment on 
those unfaithful to Him (vs. 20). The “heap of rubble” 
(vs. 21) would symbolize the relationship the people had 
shattered.

The people’s shameful reputation, however, would not 
extend to the Lord Himself. Those who saw the destroyed 
temple would instead remember the God’s faithfulness, 
that He “brought them out of Egypt” (vs. 22). So, their 
disdain would be for the ones who completely ignored the 
Lord’s goodness to them and loved useless idols instead.

8. What did the Lord promise to Solomon in particular?

9. What is the difference between Israel’s attitude 
toward the Lord in vss. 13-14 versus vs. 19?

10. What did the Lord say that the temple would 
become after the Lord rejected it?

11. What would people think about the Lord when they 
saw the ruined temple?

serving them—that is 
why he brought all this 
disaster on them.’”
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Seize the Treasure
If someone says, “Don’t think about a pink elephant,” 

what’s the first picture that pops into your head? Chances 
are good that it’s a pink elephant. Sometimes, when we 
are stuck in a pattern of sin, turning away from that sin 
feels like thinking about pink elephants—the more you try 
to forget it, the stronger it pulls at you. 

Thankfully, God offers us an escape plan: in 2 
Chronicles 2:13-14, it’s important to note that the Israelites 
weren’t just told, “Stop sinning!” God also commanded 
them to dive into prayer and to actively “seek” a relation-
ship with Him. He’s not simply taking something away 
from them; He’s offering something better.

Repentance may be a difficult process. Writer Rosaria 
Butterfield says that the first few months of giving up 
her old, sinful lifestyle felt more like a “trainwreck” than 
a transformation! Yet even if repentance can be painful, 
those who know God’s goodness will find out that it’s joy-
ful, too. In Matthew 13:44, Jesus tells of a man who found 
treasure hidden in a field. He then sold everything he had 
in order to buy that field. You might picture the man with 
tears in his eyes as he sells off his prized family heirlooms. 
But Jesus shows us a different picture—the man does this 
because of joy. He knows the worth of what he’s discov-
ered and will happily do whatever it takes to get it.

When you feel tempted, ask Him to show you His 
power and beauty in new ways. Then ask Him to show 
you what you need to do to pursue Him instead of your 
sin, and for the strength to do it. Only then can we joyfully 
toss our sins aside for the sake of the greatest treasure.

12. What are some of the benefits of genuine repentance?

13. What are some of the consequences of insincere 
repentance?

14. What are some practical ways that we can “seek 
God’s face”?
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Temples of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit lives inside of each Christian! This 

means that our bodies are each a temple of the Holy Spirit  
(1 Cor. 6:19). We—through Jesus’ grace—must strive to be 
holy in everything we do, say, and think!

 � Take a few moments to think deeply about an area of your 
life where you’ve been falling short of God’s commands. Write 
out a prayer to ask for His forgiveness and for help to turn 
away from this sin. Finally, create an action plan for pursu-
ing God instead.

 � What I Need to Turn From:

 � My Prayer:

 � How I’ll Seek God’s Face Instead:

KEY VERSE 
If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land. —2 Chronicles 7:14, KJV

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. —2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 2 through January 8

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Isaiah 43:14-28—God’s Blessing, Israel’s Unfaithfulness.
Tues. Ezekiel 37:1-14—Dry Bones Shall Live.
Wed. Ezekiel 37:15-28—Israel Will Be God’s People.
Thurs. Hosea 11—God’s Compassion.
Fri. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-15—Stand Firm in the Spirit.
Sat. 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5, 13-17—The Lord Is a Faithful   
 Protector.
Sun. Isaiah 43:1-13—God’s Chosen Witnesses.
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LESSON FOCUS: Bear witness! God, the only God, loves you. 

God Promises to Restore

Lauren picked up the ring slowly and brought it close to 
her face. The beautiful silver ring held an amethyst stone 

for her birthday month. With everything that had happened, 
she had forgotten about it.

This New Year had brought on a sense of literally “out 
with the old and in with the new.” Part of that included 
her sorting through the several drawers full of jewelry she 
possessed. 

She sat back in the oversized chair and reflected. Damien 
had given her the “promise” ring after six months of dating. 
After 13 months, they were married. Then after six years of 
marriage, Damien had moved out and moved in with anoth-
er woman he said he would marry.  

That was two years ago, and it had been a horrendous 
ordeal. But God had stood with Lauren. Looking back now, 
Lauren didn’t know how she had kept her sanity. 

Lauren had run to the Lord and questioned her value as 
a woman. One answer came back over and over. Sometimes 
the answer seemed to shout from the pages of Scripture. 
Other times it was soft in the middle of the night. But Lauren 
never tired of hearing it—the Lord loved her!

“What is all this?” asked Elaine.
Lauren smiled as the ladies in the women’s Bible study 

group swarmed around her jewelry display on three tables. 
“Free jewelry!”
“What? Why?” beamed Elaine.
“Because,” smiled Lauren. “God loves you!” 

1. In what ways does God personally show His love for 
you?

2. How does His love for you restore and protect you? 

3. Why do you need to give witness to His love for you 
to others?
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The Lord as Israel’s Savior
Isaiah 43:1-4, KJV
1 But now thus saith the 

Lord that created thee, O 
Jacob, and he that formed 
thee, O Israel, Fear not: 
for I have redeemed thee, 
I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine.
2 When thou passest 

through the waters, I will 
be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou 
walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee.
3 For I am the Lord thy 

God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour: I gave 
Egypt for thy ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba for 
thee.
4 Since thou wast pre-

cious in my sight, thou 
hast been honourable, 
and I have loved thee: 
therefore will I give men 
for thee, and people for 
thy life.

God’s chosen people were notoriously likely to look 
anywhere but to Him for strength and protection. Isaiah 
43—45 stress that God alone would free them from cap-
tivity and restore them to the promised land. In 43:1-4, 
Israel’s God declared that He brought “Jacob” (Israel) into 

Isaiah 43:1-4, NIV
1But now, this is what the Lord   

  says—
 he who created you, Jacob, 
 he who formed you, Israel:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed  

  you; 
I have summoned you by name;   

  you are mine.
2When you pass through the   

  waters, 
 I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the   

  rivers, 
they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,  

 you will not be burned; 
the flames will not set you ablaze.
3For I am the Lord your God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, your   

  Savior;
I give Egypt for your ransom,   

 Cush and Seba in your stead.
4Since you are precious and  

  honored in my sight, 
and because I love you,
I will give people in exchange for  

  you, 
nations in exchange for your life.”
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existence. Also, it was the Lord who “formed” His people.
God was worthy of His people’s attention, trust, and 

obedience. As the “Holy One of Israel” (43:3), He would 
redeem them from their plight. Their Protector not only 
had “called” (43:1, KJV) them by “name,” but also in 
doing so signaled that they belonged to Him. The all- 
powerful Lord of Israel stood in sharp contrast to the 
powerless and lifeless idols of Babylon.

In verse 2, the all-powerful Lord pledged that His peo-
ple would not drown, even in the deep waters of difficul-
ty. This likely alludes to Israel’s crossing the Red Sea and 
Jordan River (Exod. 14:21; Josh. 3:14-17). Similarly, God 
would prevent them from being consumed by the flames 
of oppression (Ps. 66:12; Dan. 3:25-27). 

In Isaiah 43:3, the “Holy One of Israel” proclaimed that 
He alone was the Lord and God of His chosen people. 
Moreover, as their “Savior,” He pledged to give the nation 
of Egypt as a “ransom” to free His people. Similarly, in 
exchange for their deliverance, the Creator would offer up 
“Cush” (the territory south of Egypt), or “Seba” (presum-
ably located in the same general area). Metaphorically 
speaking, no cost was too great to make on behalf of Israel 
to secure the nation’s well-being.

In verse 4, God made the threefold declaration that His 
people were “precious,” “honored,” and loved. This being 
the case, the Lord would not hesitate to hand over people, 
such as their Babylonian oppressors, in exchange for the life 
of the exiles. When the divinely appointed time came for 
them to return to their homeland, God’s loved ones were 
not to be afraid (vs. 5). After all, He pledged to be with 
them every step they took to journey back to Judah. The 
Lord, Israel’s true Redeemer, would never vacillate in His 
commitment. 

4. To whom did God’s people owe their existence?

5. How would God’s people be able to endure hardship?

6. What view of Israel did God have?
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The Uniqueness of Israel’s God
Isaiah 43:10-12, KJV
10 Ye are my witnesses, 

saith the Lord, and my 
servant whom I have cho-
sen: that ye may know and 
believe me, and understand 
that I am he: before me 
there was no God formed, 
neither shall there be after 
me.
11 I, even I, am the Lord; 

and beside me there is no 
saviour.
12 I have declared, and 

have saved, and I have 
shewed, when there was 
no strange god among you: 
therefore ye are my wit-
nesses, saith the Lord, that 
I am God.

Isaiah’s messages are near, more remote, and most 
remote prophecies blended together into a coherent, liter-
ary whole. For instance, God’s restoration of His people 
after the captivity in Babylon anticipates the new age of 
righteousness to come at Jesus’ second advent. Likewise, 
the deliverance of God’s people through the Persian king, 
Cyrus (Isa. 45:1-13), would be a prelude to the greater sal-
vation that the Messiah, God’s Servant, would bring His 
people.

But the future prospects for the people of Judah were 
depressing—they were going to be dragged into exile in 
Babylon. Yet, the Lord had emphasized in verses 1-4 that 
He would enable the exiles to overcome every obstacle 
hindering them from returning to their homeland. 

So beginning in an imaginary courtroom scene, the Lord 

Isaiah 43:10-12, NIV
10“You are my witnesses,”  

  declares the Lord, 
“and my servant whom I have  

  chosen,
 so that you may know and  

  believe me 
 and understand that I am he.
Before me no god was formed,  

 nor will there be one after me.
11I, even I, am the Lord, 
 and apart from me there is no  

  savior.
12I have revealed and saved and  

  proclaimed— 
 I, and not some foreign god  

  among you.
You are my witnesses,” declares  

  the Lord, “that I am God.”



W e e k  o f  J a n u a r y  8  •  P a g e  4 4

urged Israel and the nations to consider His claim to be 
the only true God. As a nation, the Israelites had experi-
enced the great works the Lord did on their behalf. So, 
they were a logical choice to be God’s “witnesses” (vs. 
10). Similarly, it was reasonable to expect them to serve 
their Maker. After all, the Lord had graciously chosen His 
people to know and trust in Him, as well as to understand 
that He alone is God. 

None of the false gods venerated by the pagans ever 
existed before the Creator, or in reality were ever real. Only 
the eternal, living God, the Redeemer of Israel is real and 
able to deliver people as “savior” (vs. 11). No other entity 
can claim to be the Lord, and no other could assert to be 
the rescuer of Israel. Only God can declare what He will do 
and then successfully bring it to pass. Judah knew this to 
be true and was called upon to affirm it. In particular, the 
nation was to testify that the Lord alone is God (vs. 12). 

Verses 10-12 served as a reminder to God’s chosen people 
to abandon all forms of idolatry. Throughout the Israelites’ 
history, they were tempted to abandon their faith in the  
Lord and give their allegiance to other people’s gods and 
goddesses. And yet none of the idols the other nations vener-
ated had ever foretold and executed the deliverance of His 
people such as God had done. 

When the promised act of deliverance occurred, the  
people of God were to recognize it as such. When the 
prophesied moment arrived, the Lord would give the 
exiles a free and clear route back to the promised land. It 
would be as if God created a pathway for His people to 
travel and a river for them to refresh themselves along the 
journey (vs. 19).

7. What was the purpose of the Israelites being God’s 
“witnesses” (Isa. 43:10)?

8. What was distinctive about the Lord?

9. What had God done on behalf of His people?
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Boldly Tell Your Story
In How (Not) to Save the World, Christian evangelist 

Hosanna Wong inspires Christians not to believe Satan’s 
lies, but to boldly tell their story about how the Lord’s 
love redeems them and guards them from spiritual harm 
to everyone who is ignorant of His transforming love. She 
encourages Christians not to give up sharing the Gospel 
no matter how futile it may seem and not to drown in 
anger, disappointment, and insecurity. Instead, she urges 
Christians to embrace their unique story in Christ and 
allow God to empower them with His grace and His 
wisdom.

Wong concludes her book by saying, “May God open 
doors. And may we have the courage to walk through 
them when they open.” Of course, she is referring to the 
people God brings into our lives and the decision and the 
endeavor to relate Jesus’ love for and to them.

What should not be forgotten is that only God can save 
and therefore, truly protect us. Isaiah makes this truth 
clear by God’s own statement: “I, even I, am the Lord; 
and beside me there is no saviour” (Isa. 43:11, KJV).

Each of us has a special and unique story. It may not 
be as dramatic as the story of others, but our story is still 
precious to our Lord and should be to us. Describing the 
things God does for us may not seem newsworthy, but 
helping us see the beauty around us, relieving our fears, 
and calming our angers are just a few of the blessings 
that the Lord bestows upon us, and those blessings can be 
what touches others’ hearts and reaches their souls.

10. Is it difficult for you to talk about Jesus to others? 
Explain your answer.

11. Why do you think it’s important to Jesus that we 
tell our “story” to others?

12. In what ways does telling our “story” to others 
draw us even closer to God?
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A Vow to Testify
As God’s children, His love for us restores and protects 

us as well as inspires us to share His love with those who 
are in need of His love, which is everyone whom He plac-
es into our lives.

 � Take a few minutes to write a prayer letter to God, ask-
ing Him to place on your heart someone you know who is in 
need of His love. Pledge to share your story of how Jesus has 
restored your relationship with your heavenly Father and how 
His Spirit has protected you. And confess to God that it is 
not you who is saving that person, but it is Jesus who is the 
Savior.

KEY VERSE
But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that 
formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have 
called thee by thy name; thou art mine. —Isaiah 43:1, KJV

But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, Jacob, 
he who formed you, Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I 
have summoned you by name; you are mine. —Isaiah 43:1, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 9 through January 15

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 23—The Lord Is My Shepherd.
Tues. Psalm 119:81-96—Guided by God’s Word.
Wed. Proverbs 3:1-15—Trust in the Lord.
Thurs. 1 Peter 1:3-12—Tested Faith.
Fri. 1 Peter 1:13-25—Chosen for Holiness.
Sat. Isaiah 48:1-11—God Guides and Refines.
Sun. Isaiah 48:12-22—God Leads and Directs.
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LESSON FOCUS: God knows better than you.

God Promises to Guide

As Harmony walked into her son’s room, his back was 
to her. Josiah had his earbuds in and was packing his 

things to head back for a second year at college. Josiah’s 
first year of school had seen an end to his dreams of playing 
pro football because of a serious tear of his anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL). He had gone through many feelings and 
thoughts that included, “I can play through the pain”; “God 
will heal me”; and “How could God do this to me!” 

Harmony’s response had been, “God loves you. God 
knows the plans He has for you. He has a path for you to fol-
low.” Her responses were met with chilly defiance, indiffer-
ence, and then timidly with exploration. 

“Mom, did you know there is a degree program called 
exercise science?” Josiah had asked at the end of last semes-
ter. “It has a lot of flexibility and many different career 
tracks. It seems like the program was made just for me.”  

Harmony’s thoughts were now interrupted when she 
heard Josiah say, “You’ve got to move more, Uncle. I will 
work up a plan for you.”

“Who was that?” she asked.
“Uncle John,” said Josiah. “I’m really interested in helping 

seniors, and Black people in general, be more active. There’s 
so many health benefits connected to it.”

“You’re right, sweetheart,” Harmony said. “It seems like 
the Lord has led you into a great profession.”

1. Is it more difficult for you to find the right path to 
God or to stay on the right path with God? Explain your 
answer.

2. What signs does God give you to show you how to 
stay on the right spiritual path?

3. In what ways does God indicate that you are walking 
faithfully with Him?
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The Lord’s Announcement of Events 
Beforehand
Isaiah 48:3-6, KJV
3 I have declared the for-

mer things from the begin-
ning; and they went forth 
out of my mouth, and I 
shewed them; I did them 
suddenly, and they came to 
pass.
4 Because I knew that thou 

art obstinate, and thy neck 
is an iron sinew, and thy 
brow brass;
5 I have even from the 

beginning declared it to 
thee; before it came to pass 
I shewed it thee: lest thou 
shouldest say, Mine idol 
hath done them, and my 
graven image, and my mol-
ten image, hath commanded 
them.
6 Thou hast heard, see all 

this; and will not ye declare 
it? I have shewed thee new 
things from this time, even 
hidden things, and thou 
didst not know them.

The Lord promised that He would exile His rebellious 
people to Babylon, but Isaiah 40—48 was written as if the 
exile was already near its end. Under the Spirit’s inspira-
tion, Isaiah saw beyond the exile to a day of God’s bless-
ing that awaited the remnant. This day was so certain that 
it is stated as if it had already arrived. 

Isaiah 48:3-6, NIV
3“I foretold the former things  

  long ago, 
my mouth announced them and  

  I made them known; 
then suddenly I acted, and they  

  came to pass.
4For I knew how stubborn you  

  were; 
 your neck muscles were iron,  

 your forehead was bronze.
5Therefore I told you these  

  things long ago; 
before they happened I  

  announced them to you 
so that you could not say, 
 ‘My images brought them  

  about; 
my wooden image and metal  

  god ordained them.’
6You have heard these things;  

  look at them all. 
Will you not admit them?”

“From now on I will tell you of  
  new things, 
of hidden things unknown to  

  you.”
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The Lord “foretold” (48:3) the exile of Judah to Babylon 
centuries before it actually occurred. After a considerable 
amount of time had passed, God “suddenly” took action 
and performed what He had declared. He delayed to give 
His people time to abandon their evil ways. 

The Lord, however, knew the people were obstinate—
their necks were as rigid as “iron” and their heads were as 
unyielding as “bronze” (vs. 4). God commissioned spokes-
persons such as Isaiah to deliver messages of judgment 
well in advance so that the Israelites could not conclude 
that idols brought about these calamities. 

God exhorted His people to “admit” (vs. 6) what He 
had foretold and see all the evidence. How could the 
people refuse to acknowledge the fulfillment of God’s 
messages? However, He knew His people would refuse 
to admit the truth. Even so, He was announcing a series 
of “new” events. By referring to them as “hidden things,” 
the Lord indicated they previously had been unrevealed. 
It was only because He disclosed them to His people that 
they even became aware of what was about to occur.

4. Who made announcements about actual events before 
they occurred?

5. How did God describe the disposition of the 
Israelites?

6. What claim would the people of Judah be unable to 
make?

The Lord’s Announcement of New 
Events
Isaiah 48:7-8a, 17, KJV
7 They are created now, 

and not from the beginning; 
even before the day when 
thou heardest them not; lest 
thou shouldest say, Behold, 

Isaiah 48:7-8a, 17, NIV
7”They are created now, and not  

  long ago; 
you have not heard of them  

  before today.
So you cannot say, 
 ‘Yes, I knew of them.’
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I knew them.
8a Yea, thou heardest not; 

yea, thou knewest not; yea, 
from that time that thine ear 
was not opened….
17 Thus saith the Lord, thy 

Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel; I am the Lord thy 
God which teacheth thee to 
profit, which leadeth thee 
by the way that thou  
shouldest go.

In keeping with God’s past dealings with His people, 
well in advance He foretold the return of the Jewish exiles 
from Babylon. The announcement He made to them 
concerned a series of events that had never before been 
prophesied. Since the return was a completely new devel-
opment, the people could not say they had “heard” (vs. 7) 
about it already. 

The Lord took note of His people’s tendency to be 
deceitful and rebellious, even from the earliest days of 
their existence as a nation. Neither they nor the lifeless 
and powerless gods they prized could know beforehand 
the amazing things in store for the people. Their “ears”  
(vs. 8) had never been open to truly hear the Lord’s 
messages. 

God could have completely wiped out His people for 
their disobedience. Nonetheless, verses 9-10 say for the 
sake of His reputation and prestige, He held back His 
judgment and instead used the time of exile to remove the 
people’s love of idols and their rejection of Him.

Verses 11-13 say the Lord’s decision to free His people 
was to preserve the honor of His name. He refused to 
allow His name to be defiled and His reputation tarnished 
by false claims. He is the one, true, and living God, the 
beginning and the end of all things, the Creator and Lord 
of the universe. 

8aYou have neither heard nor  
  understood; 
 from of old your ears have not  

  been open.” …
17This is what the Lord says—  

 your Redeemer, the Holy One  
  of Israel:
“I am the Lord your God, 
 who teaches you what is best  

  for you, 
 who directs you in the way  

  you should go.”
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Verses 14-16 say the One would could command the 
stars could command the people to assemble and listen 
to His words. God would use the Persians to defeat the 
Babylonians, and nothing could stop His will from being 
accomplished. Nothing the Lord was saying would be 
said in secret; the exiles would hear through Isaiah the 
Lord’s plans for His people. 

The Lord continued by referring to Himself as the 
“Redeemer” (vs. 17), or covenant protector and deliverer, 
of His people. Further, in calling Himself the “Holy One of 
Israel,” He indicated that He was their sovereign King and 
the one to whom they were morally accountable. Through 
the law of Moses, the Lord had instructed the people the best 
way to live and the rituals of their faith, along with the input 
from their religious leaders, to teach them, to guide them 
along the path of righteousness. In short, they had all the 
resources they needed to obey God and carry out His will for 
them. The Lord was the only One then who knew what was 
“best” for His people. He is still the only one who knows 
what is best for His followers. Today, we often still ignore 

what is best for 
us, and we do so 
at our own peril.

7. What 
would God’s 
people learn 
from Him?

8. What 
claim could 
God’s people not 
make?

9. Who knew 
what was “best” 
(Isa. 48:17) 
for Judah’s 
inhabitants?

The Israel National Trail in the Hula Valley. 
The Lord said He will direct you “in the way 
you should go” (Isa. 48:17).
Photo: © Jotpe/Israel National Trail
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God’s Singular Great Design
When game puzzlers design mazes, they make them so 

there is only one path from beginning to end. If there is 
no path, the player becomes frustrated and even angry. 
If there is more than one path, the player becomes disap-
pointed and even disgusted. The most challenging and 
rewarding mazes are carefully and insightfully designed 
much in the same way God guides our path in life.

One of Jesus’ most memorable quotes is, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 14:6). Interestingly, the enter-
tainment media often includes the first sentence and 
excludes the second sentence in their depiction of Jesus’ 
life. It’s as though they don’t want to offend viewers  
who believe there are other paths to God. The truth,  
however, is that Jesus Himself said there is only one way 
to God and that is through Him, and to believe otherwise 
is not to believe Jesus at all. There is only one way to God, 
and truly God knows better than any of us what that  
way is.

Meanwhile, time stops for no one. Even if you are the 
most powerful ruler or the most amazing magician, time 
does not beckon to such notables. And when you take a 
moment from your life journey to reflect or rest, time still 
marches onward. You cannot stop time; your life contin-
ues on whatever path you’re on. 

At times, the struggle to remain faithful to the path God 
has given us may seem even more difficult than discovering 
that path in the first place, but we must go on, for time does 
not stop for us to explore any detours. The best way to move 
forward with the Lord is to move forward with Him despite 
the doubts in our mind and the pangs in our heart.

10. In what ways is your life like a maze?

11. Why is the only path to God through Jesus?

12. How does God help you stay on the right path?
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In Step with the Lord
As a dedicated servant of the God of Israel, Isaiah 

was one of the Lord’s most reliable spokespersons. The 
Israelites who were faithful to God could trust in Isaiah’s 
word and God’s promise and the hope of liberation. 
Though we likely will not be restored to our homeland like 
the Hebrews, Isaiah’s words show that God’s intervention 
in the lives of His children is both personal and reliable.

 � Write here your pledge to faithfully stay on the path God has 
planned for you. Each day this week, note how God guided you 
through a specific situation and why His direction was best for 
your spiritual well-being. Be prepared to share those next week 
with the class.

KEY VERSE
Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the 
Lord thy God which teaches thee to profit, which leadeth thee by 
the way that thou shouldest go. —Isaiah 48:17, KJV

This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
“I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, 
who directs you in the way you should go.”          —Isaiah 48:17, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 16 through January 22

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 John 3:14-24—Passing from Death to Life. 
Tues. Ephesians 5:1-10—You Are Light in the Lord.
Wed. Ephesians 5:11-20—Christ Will Shine upon You.
Thurs. Psalm 119:97-112—God’s Word Lights My Path.
Fri. Isaiah 60:1-8—Your Light Has Come.
Sat. John 8:12-20—Jesus, the Light of the World.
Sun. Isaiah 58:1-14—Obeying God Brings Justice.
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LESSON FOCUS: God’s love demands we spend ourselves ending oppression.

God Promises Light

The building is still a good, sound structure,” said Caleb. 
Caleb was trying to sway two members of the city 

council to his side during their working session. He was pro-
posing that a non-profit agency run a shelter and transitional 
services for the homeless in St. Louis. 

Caleb attended a prayer breakfast last year where a home-
less non-profit group showcased its programs and services 
for the homeless. Caleb remained in touch with the repre-
sentatives, saying he would do his best to see the agency 
increase its efforts in St. Louis. 

“We have enough things in the city for the homeless,” said 
Doug Lynch. 

“Actually, we don’t,” said Caleb. “Many of the homeless 
and those on the fringe just need a helping hand. This com-
pany has had good success at its other location in the area.”

Caleb went on to explain about other non-profit agencies 
wanting to work in collaboration with this company to pro-
vide comprehensive services, which included renovating the 
old health clinic, providing services and volunteers.

After 90 minutes of questions and discussion, Elizabeth 
conceded, “This is a very good proposal. I thought the ven-
ture would be destined to fail, but it seems to have great 
support. And you’re right, Caleb, we need to do more for the 
homeless. This is a good way to do this.”

“Thank you, Councilwoman Gray. Councilman Lynch, can 
I count on your support as well?” Caleb said.

1. Why do you think there is so much oppression in the 
world?

2. Why does social injustice grieve our Lord Jesus? 
Provide examples from the Gospel accounts.

3. Why does our servanthood to Christ include ending 
the oppression we see in our society?
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The Type of Fast God Chooses
Isaiah 58:6-7, KJV
6 Is not this the fast that I 

have chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to 
undo the heavy burdens, 
and to let the oppressed 
go free, and that ye break 
every yoke?
7 Is it not to deal thy 

bread to the hungry, and 
that thou bring the poor 
that are cast out to thy 
house? when thou seest 
the naked, that thou cover 
him; and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own 
flesh?

In Isaiah 58, we encounter the Lord’s message to His 
people about true service to God. It consists not in merely 
following certain rituals, but in doing good and leading holy 
lives. Sadly the people were fasting for the wrong reasons. 
We find them portrayed in verses 2-3 as voicing concern 
over God’s apparent lack of response to their fasting. After 
all, the people gave every appearance of diligently seeking 
God and His will, just as if they were an obedient nation.

The people abstained from eating food, perhaps on 
annual fast days or on special occasions. Verses 3-5 
say they also adopted at these times traditional signs 
of humility, such as bowing their heads and lying on 
sackcloth and ashes. Yet, God apparently paid no attention 
to their fasting, for He had not given them what they 
sought. That’s because, when they fasted, they kept on 
oppressing their workers. Through various unscrupulous 
means, they kept their workers in poverty and debt. 

Outwardly, the people of God appeared to be humble, 

Isaiah 58:6-7, NIV
6“Is not this the kind of fasting I  

  have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
 and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free  

 and break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your food with  

  the hungry 
 and to provide the poor  

  wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to   

  clothe them, 
 and not to turn away from your  

  own flesh and blood?”
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devoted, and pious, but they were also quarreling with 
each other. The Lord saw right through their hypocrisy.

But God did more than condemn the people for their 
hypocritical fasts. He also explained “the kind of fasting” 
(vs. 6) that would be genuine. The people were to free 
those who had been wrongly imprisoned, rather than keep 
them in their deplorable state of confinement. Also, rather 
than oppress those who worked for them, the wealthy 
were to treat the poor (as well as all people) with fairness 
and pay them what they had earned.

Clearly, the people of Isaiah’s day had missed the point 
when it came to fasting. God didn’t want their pious acts 
when they had unforgiven sin in their hearts and they 
continued their immoral lifestyles. They may have had 
correct worship and doctrine, but they needed genuine 
compassion for the oppressed, the poor, and the helpless.

To emphasize the true nature of justice, Isaiah told 
the people to feed the hungry and provide clothing and 
shelter for the poor. Apparently, the well-to-do in Israel 
ignored the poor among them, their “own flesh and 
blood” (vs. 7). Isaiah chastised the rich for turning away 
their fellow citizens.

The law carefully prescribed how Israel was supposed 
to take care of the poor in the land (Deut. 15:1-11). For 
instance, those who enjoyed good harvests were to share 
with those in need. Widows, orphans, and landless aliens 
were often victimized by greedy people, especially mon-
eylenders. Debtors often were thrown off their farms. 

Such injustices are why spokespersons for God (such 
as Isaiah) continually cried out against the wicked rich 
in Israel. The prophets declared that true worship meant 
obeying God’s laws, including the care of the poor. 
Otherwise, the people’s worship was a pious fraud.

4. What sort of “fasting” (Isa. 58:6) did God value most?

5. What sort of priorities did God want to see among 
His people?
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The Result of Genuine Fasting
Isaiah 58:8-10, KJV
8 Then shall thy light 

break forth as the 
morning, and thine 
health shall spring 
forth speedily: and thy 
righteousness shall go 
before thee; the glory 
of the Lord shall be thy 
reward.
9 Then shalt thou call, 

and the Lord shall 
answer; thou shalt cry, 
and he shall say, Here 
I am. If thou take away 
from the midst of thee 
the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger, and 
speaking vanity;
10 And if thou draw out 

thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the afflicted 
soul; then shall thy light 
rise in obscurity, and 
thy darkness be as the 
noon day.

It was not too late for the people who were fasting 
improperly. They could yet change their ways. And if they 
did, God was prepared to bless them richly—if they were 
sincerely obeying Him.

Isaiah 58:8-9 records one group of promises of divine 
blessings. If the people practiced true fasting—that is, 
accompanied by helping the needy—then “light” (vs. 8, 
spiritual blessing) would break forth and “healing” (spiri-
tual restoration) would quickly appear. Not only that, but 

Isaiah 58:8-10, NIV
8“Then your light will break forth   

 like the dawn, 
 and your healing will quickly    

 appear;
then your righteousness will go    

 before you,  
and the glory of the Lord will be   

 your rear guard.
9Then you will call, and the Lord   

 will answer; 
 you will cry for help, and he will   

 say: Here am I.

“If you do away with the yoke of   
 oppression, 
 with the pointing finger and  

  malicious talk,
10and if you spend yourselves in    

 behalf of the hungry 
 and satisfy the needs of the    

 oppressed,
then your light will rise in the    

 darkness, 
 and your night will become like   

 the noonday.”
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righteousness would go before the people and the glory of 
the Lord would follow them as their “rear guard.”  

The above description reflects the experience of the 
Israelites during their exodus from Egypt, which was a 
time of great blessing. Although God did not answer the 
people’s prayers when they fasted improperly, their obe-
dience would open the way for Him to answer them and 
declare, “Here am I” (vs. 9). He would be there for them.

However, before the people’s “light” could shine, they 
needed to remedy several problems plaguing the nation. 
They needed to do away with “oppression,” “the point-
ing finger” (probably a gesture of contempt or accusation), 
and “malicious talk” (vs. 9). Also, they needed to help the 
hungry and the oppressed (vs. 10).

If the people changed, then the nation’s darkness would 
be turned to “light,” and their spiritual “night” would 
“become like the noonday.” This means their distress and 
calamity, which were results of their sins, would give way 
to the sunshine of God’s glorious blessing. Righteousness 
would also ensure that the people would receive divine 
guidance, have their needs met, and receive strength. 

We live in a broken world where people need help. It is 
not enough to say, “What a shame!” Isaiah said we must 
“spend [our]selves” (vs. 10) in behalf of those who are 
oppressed and meet the needs of those who have less than 
we have. If we do, we will become the “light” that Isaiah 
and then Jesus talked about: “Let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

6. In what ways would the Lord bless His people?

7. How would God respond to His people’s petitions?

8. What deplorable conduct among God’s people did He 
despise?

9. What dramatic turnaround did the Lord envision for 
His people?
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To Act Justly
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” 

declared Martin Luther King, Jr. That is the pervasiveness 
and toxicity of injustice when it is left unchallenged. Even 
when injustice casts a pale and slight shadow about us, 
evil lurks to create greater damage to human souls.

We are not necessarily called to lifetime work to oppos-
ing oppression, though God does call some of us to do just 
that. For most Christians, our battlefield is in our daily 
lives and in the moments when we witness a wrong com-
mitted to the less fortunate in the world in which we live.

When you hear a racial slur directed at someone, speak 
up! When you see someone being bullied, stand in his or 
her defense! When a senior is mistreated because of her 
or his vulnerability, address that abuse! You don’t have 
to join a movement to resist injustice and be a light that 
reflects God’s justice. 

Sometimes injustice creeps into our own behavior. We 
may be aware or unaware of its intrusion into our lives, 
but either way, we need God’s help in comprehending the 
magnitude of how our actions are hurting others as well 
as our own faith in Christ. Therefore, God’s call to con-
front injustice must be both inward and outward.

How we walk with the Lord matters much to Him, and 
that’s why Scripture is clear about our obligation to be a 
just people. Indeed, God’s Word tells us, “He has shown 
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God” (Mic. 6:8).

10. What has the Bible taught you about social 
injustice?

11. What oppressions do you see in your world? What 
are you doing about it?

12. How does injustice manifest itself in your own 
behavior? How are you addressing that sin?
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Defending the Weak
The Hebrew prophets spoke against the injustices dur-

ing their day in their own way. Isaiah condemned those 
who placed the yoke of oppression on the vulnerable and 
praised those who stood up for them. God’s message is 
no different today; therefore, as God’s people, we are to 
uphold God’s justice while we defend the weak and stop 
oppression.

 � What acts of oppression or injustice have you helped correct 
in the past? Which ones do you see now that you, your class, or 
your church can help end? Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
in finding and bringing about solutions.

KEY VERSE
And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflict-
ed soul; then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be 
as the noon day. —Isaiah 58:10, KJV

“And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the dark-
ness, and your night will become like the noonday.” 
 —Isaiah 58:10, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 23 through January 29

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. 1 John 4:1-8—God Is Love.
Tues. 1 John 4:9-21—God’s Love Revealed. 
Wed. 1 John 5:10-21—Testimony to God’s Love.
Thurs. Exodus 33:12-23—God Will Go with You.
Fri. Exodus 34:5-17—The Lord, Merciful and Gracious.
Sat. Joel 1:1-4. 14-20—God Is Near Despite Adversity.
Sun. Joel 2:18-31—God Will Pour Out the Spirit.
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LESSON FOCUS: Fear not! God is with us; He will restore all things. 

God Promises His Presence

Ma’am. Ma’am?” the paramedic said, touching 
Raychelle’s shoulder lightly. 

Raychelle, who was tightly holding her seven-year-old 
daughter Kayln and rocking back and forth, had her eyes 
fixed on their heavily smashed-in Highlander. She, Kalyn, 
and her 13-year-old son Kyle, had miraculously gotten 
out of the SUV seemingly unscathed. The paramedics had 
loaded Kyle, who had facial abrasions, into the ambulance 
and wanted to also take her and Kayln to the hospital for 
safety precautions.

When Raychelle and Kalyn boarded the back of the 
ambulance, Kyle looked up from the stretcher and said, “I 
called Dad, Mom. He’s going to meet us at the hospital.”

Later, after Keon had arrived at the hospital and his 
family was close to being released, Keon told his son how 
proud he was of him helping his mother and sister out of 
the SUV, calling 911, and then calling him.

“Yes,” said Raychelle. “I’m proud of you, too. You 
weren’t scared, sweetheart?”

“I was at first,” Kyle said. “Then I realized God was 
with us. Like you and dad say, God is always with us no 
matter what. I’m just sorry about what happened to our 
car.”

“That is just a piece of metal, son,” Keon said. “God is 
the divine repair man, but more importantly, we don’t 
ever have to face anything without Him.”

1. When was a time in your life that you felt helpless 
and afraid?

2. Have you ever faced a dire situation such as hunger or 
homelessness? What did you do?

3. What is your initial reaction when you feel like your 
world is falling apart?
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The Coming Rains
Joel 2:21-24, KJV
21 Fear not, O land; be 

glad and rejoice: for the 
Lord will do great things.
22 Be not afraid, ye 

beasts of the field: for the 
pastures of the wilderness 
do spring, for the tree 
beareth her fruit, the fig 
tree and the vine do yield 
their strength.
23 Be glad then, ye chil-

dren of Zion, and rejoice 
in the Lord your God: 
for he hath given you the 
former rain moderately, 
and he will cause to come 
down for you the rain, the 
former rain, and the latter 
rain in the first month.
24 And the floors shall be 

full of wheat, and the vats 
shall overflow with wine 
and oil.

The prophet Joel brought a message of hope to the peo-
ple of Judah despite what had happened to the country. 
A locust plague had endangered the land, animals, and 
people, and all three would benefit from God’s reversal 
of the situation. Thus Joel told all three that joy, not fear, 
would be their appropriate attitude when God fulfilled 
His promises to repentant Judah.

Despite their immediate past, God told the people, “Do 
not be afraid, land of Judah. . . . Surely the Lord has done 
great things!” (vs. 21). Israel’s history contained countless 

Joel 2:21-24, NIV
21“Do not be afraid, land of   

  Judah; 
 be glad and rejoice.
Surely the Lord has done great   

  things!
22Do not be afraid, you wild   

  animals, 
for the pastures in the wilderness  

  are becoming green.
The trees are bearing their fruit;   

 the fig tree and the vine yield   
  their riches.
23Be glad, people of Zion, 
 rejoice in the Lord your God,
for he has given you the autumn  

  rains 
 because he is faithful.
He sends you abundant showers,  

 both autumn and spring rains,   
  as before.
24The threshing floors will be   

  filled with grain; 
 the vats will overflow with new  

  wine and oil.”
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examples of great things that God had done for them—
and now, as they repented and pleaded for God’s mercy, 
God would make His presence, provision, and greatness 
known among them once more. Even before God’s mate-
rial blessings had arrived, the people should rejoice. Their 
focus was not to be on the blessings themselves, but on the 
God who provided them.

Nonetheless, in the verses that followed God described 
those material blessings in detail. God even addressed the 
beasts of the wilderness that were already benefiting from 
His provision: “Do not be afraid, you wild animals, for the 
pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. The trees 
are bearing their fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield their 
riches” (vs. 22). 

In verse 23, God again instructed the “people of Zion” 
to be glad and rejoice. He was providing not only the fruit 
of the tree and the vine but the “autumn and spring rains” 
that were causing those trees and vines to flourish once 
more. The reason for this was simply, “because he is faith-
ful.” Even though Judah had been unfaithful to God—and 
would be again—God’s faithfulness would never end. As 
His people turned back to Him, He would be pleased to 
send “abundant showers” and all the people needed. 

In addition, in verse 24, God said, “The threshing floors 
will be filled with grain;  the vats will overflow with new 
wine and oil.” The people of Judah were already begin-
ning to see God’s abundant goodness, and soon they 
would be able to enjoy its results. Gladness and rejoicing 
were a small price to pay for such blessing.

4. What did God tell the people of Judah in verse 21? On 
what did He base this statement?

5. What had God already begun to do, according to verse 
22? 

6. How did God repeatedly command the people of Judah 
to respond, based on what He had already done and what 
He promised to do?
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God Will Repay and Renew
Joel 2:25-27, KJV
25 And I will restore 

to you the years that 
the locust hath eaten, 
the cankerworm, and 
the caterpiller, and 
the palmerworm, my 
great army which I sent 
among you.
26 And ye shall eat in 

plenty, and be satisfied, 
and praise the name of 
the Lord your God, that 
hath dealt wondrously 
with you: and my people 
shall never be ashamed.
27 And ye shall know 

that I am in the midst 
of Israel, and that I am 
the Lord your God, 
and none else: and my 
people shall never be 
ashamed.

In verse 25, God recalled the locusts of Joel 1:4 that had 
plagued Judah. Only this time, instead of telling the peo-
ple to lament over what they had lost, God promised that 
He would restore the fortunes of the people, which the 
locusts had taken away over an extended period—“I will 
repay you for the years the locusts have eaten” (vs. 25). 

There has been debate as how exactly to interpret the 
four Hebrew names used for the locusts—as the signifi-
cant differences in translation between the King James and 
NIV (and other Bible translations) show. However, there 
is no question that the curse God had allowed to fall on 
Judah was now in the process of being reversed.

Joel 2:25-27, NIV
25 “I will repay you for the years   

  the locusts have eaten— 
 the great locust and the young   

  locust, 
 the other locusts and the locust  

  swarm—
my great army that I sent among  

  you.
26 You will have plenty to eat, until  

  you are full, 
 and you will praise the name of  

  the Lord your God, 
who has worked wonders for you;  

never again will my people be   
  shamed.
27 Then you will know that I am in  

  Israel, 
 that I am the Lord your God, 
 and that there is no other; 
never again will my people be   

  shamed.”
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God then made even more promises to Judah: “You 
will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will 
praise the name of the Lord your God, who has worked 
wonders for you” (vs. 26). Again, God’s blessing was tied 
to the command to praise Him. In verse 27, God also made 
clear that the purpose of blessing His people, and them 
rejoicing in Him, was so that “you will know that I am in 
Israel, that I am the Lord your God, and that there is no 
other.” Thus, both Judah’s misfortune and restoration had 
been given by God to draw the people back to Him.

Note also that verses 26 and 27 ended the same way: 
“never again will my people be shamed.” As the people 
remained faithful to God and kept their minds and hearts 
focused on Him, not only would there be blessing but also a 
removal of the disgrace they had suffered. God was not only 
restoring Judah’s material stature, but more importantly, 
their dignity and identity as God’s people. 

God has great blessings for those who repent of their 
sins and turn to Him, so it’s astonishing how some people 
stubbornly refuse to turn to God. If only they would hum-
ble themselves before Him, He would gladly give them 
good things (spiritual, if not material). And the best bless-
ing of all would be their new relationship with Him.

7. What did God 
declare in verse 25? 
What else was made 
clear about Judah’s 
situation in this verse?

8. What blessings 
did God promise to 
Judah?

9. How do both 
verses 26 and 27 
end? Why was this 
significant?

A swarm of locusts on the move, per-
haps like the one described by Joel (Joel 
2:25).
Photo: © CSIRO/Science image
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Beauty from the Ashes
My husband Ryan has a brother, Mark, who is two 

years older than him. Growing up, they were involved in 
all the usual activities: football, baseball, Cub Scouts, sum-
mer camp, etc. On the outside, it would appear that they 
were great brothers who got along and had a fun child-
hood. However, this was not the reality. With both parents 
working full-time, they earned the moniker “latch-key 
children” and spent a lot of their time alone and unsuper-
vised. When they wrestled, it often got out of hand and 
fights could quickly escalate into doing real damage to 
one another. They both needed hospital visits on various 
occasions. Ryan grew up believing that his brother hated 
him and that’s why he bullied him so much. 

When Mark went off to college, he joined a fraternity. 
This brotherhood opened his eyes to what it truly meant 
to be a brother: the camaraderie, the fellowship, the sup-
port, the sacrifice. One day, Mark sat down and wrote 
Ryan a multi-page, handwritten letter—apologizing for 
his behavior and explaining his regret over missing out 
on their relationship all those years. Ryan was stunned to 
receive such a letter and immediately forgave his brother.

Today, these brothers are truly best friends. With repen-
tance, there can be true restoration, no matter how far gone 
a situation seems. It may not happen when we’d prefer—
Ryan waited years for healing—but it happens on God’s 
schedule. His ways and timing are perfect, even when we 
don’t understand it. Only He has the power “to bestow on 
[people] a crown of beauty instead of ashes” (Isa. 61:3).

10. What is a situation or relationship where you need 
to ask for forgiveness and repent?

11. When is a time in your life where you’ve experienced 
restoration?

12. What current situation needs God’s restoration? 
Have you surrendered it to Him? Why or why not?
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Seeking Repentance; Receiving 
Restoration

As Christians, we can trust in God’s promises to stand 
with us during difficult times and He won’t leave us 
alone. Quite the opposite, He will walk with us and bring 
about beauty and restoration where hopelessness once 
was.

 � Do you have a relationship that needs to be restored? Start 
writing a letter to the other person here. Ask for forgiveness for 
anything you did to harm the relationship. 

KEY VERSE
And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am 
the Lord your God, and none else: and my people shall never be 
ashamed. —Joel 2:27, KJV

“Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your 
God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be 
shamed.” —Joel 2:27, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 30 through February 5

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Matthew 20:1, 6-16—The Last Will Be First.
Tues. Psalm 25:1-15—God, Teach and Guide Me.
Wed. Psalm 8—Majestic Is God’s Name!
Thurs. 2 Samuel 7:1, 4-17—God Will Build a House.
Fri. 2 Samuel 7:18-29—Who Am I?
Sat. 1 Corinthians 1:18-24—God Confounds the Wise.
Sun. 1 Corinthians 1:25-31—God Chooses the Lowly.
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LESSON FOCUS: Boast in the Lord whose wise ways are not ours.

Résumé of Those Called 

Where is your university?” asked Domique, after signing 
her book and giving it back to the waiting woman. 

“It’s a Christian online school, and I used your book as 
a reference in my project and paper about the journey and 
necessity of healing emotions,” replied Jamie. She had been 
an absorbed audience member who shared her apprecia-
tion and some of her revelations after reading Domique’s 
book, The Mighty Counselor. The author threaded her spiri-
tual transformation and growth with Scripture and years of 
walking with and depending on the Holy Spirit. Dominque’s 
book had become a best seller in Christian circles.

“I am in my third year at the university here in St. Louis as 
an English major with a concentration in creative writing,” 
Domique said.

“What? I thought you were a college professor or some-
thing,” said Jaime, her jaw dropping. “You are brilliant. I 
love your writing.”

Dominique smiled as other people began to lean into the 
conversation. “The Lord gifted me with a skill of writing, 
and I’m in school sharpening it. I enjoy writing, but I never 
saw myself as an author or guest speaker. The Lord let me 
see that all the time He invested in me was to help other peo-
ple. Everything wonderful you see in myself and my work 
has been the work of the Holy Spirit!”

1. Describe a time when you had to make a decision 
between a more worldly choice and a more godly one. What 
did you decide?

2. What are some of the outcomes you have seen in oth-
ers or experienced yourself from taking a more worldly 
path?

3. What are some of the outcomes you have seen in oth-
ers or experienced yourself from taking a more godly path?
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The Power of God
1 Corinthians 1:18-21, KJV 
18 For the preaching of the 

cross is to them that per-
ish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the 
power of God.
19 For it is written, I will 

destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and will bring to noth-
ing the understanding of the 
prudent.
20 Where is the wise? 

where is the scribe? where 
is the disputer of this 
world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this 
world?
21 For after that in the wis-

dom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolish-
ness of preaching to save 
them that believe.

The Corinthian recipients of this letter were called to be 
God’s saints, His holy people. But prior to God’s call upon 
their lives, as non-believers, they thought His ways were 
foolish and that their ways were wise (see Prov. 12:15a). 

Therefore, it is not surprising that the message of the 
Cross is foolish to people who are perishing in their sins. 
The Greek for “perish” is apollymi, which means to destroy 
fully, or to kill. It also indicates a state of being absolutely 
lost. For people who continue to see the Gospel mes-
sage as foolish, when they die physically, they will find 
themselves eternally separated from the Lord. However, 
such is not the case for those who respond in faith to the 

1 Corinthians 1:18-21, NIV  
 18For the message of the cross 

is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of 
God. 19For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of  

  the wise; 
the intelligence of the  

  intelligent  
 I will frustrate.”
20Where is the wise person? 

Where is the teacher of the law? 
Where is the philosopher of this 
age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of the world? 21For 
since in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom did 
not know him, God was pleased 
through the foolishness of what 
was preached to save those who 
believe.
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preaching of the Cross. To them, the Gospel is the power 
of God that saves and gives them the hope of eternity. 

 To support his point, Paul quoted Isaiah 29:14. God 
always has and always will tear down worldly wisdom 
and bring human intelligence to naught. Whether people 
consider themselves to be wise in general, teachers of the 
law, or sage philosophers, God has turned their worldly 
wisdom into foolishness. That’s because in their puffed 
up, prideful wisdom, these people did not know God. 

Therefore, it pleased God to use what those who are 
perishing considered to be foolish, namely the preaching 
of the Cross, to save those who by faith believe the Gospel. 

4. What is the message of the Cross to the perishing? To 
the saved?

5. How does God deal with those who are wise in their 
own eyes?

6. What did it please God to do?

The Wisdom of God
1 Corinthians 1:22-25, KJV  
22 For the Jews require a sign, 

and the Greeks seek after 
wisdom:
23 But we preach Christ cruci-

fied, unto the Jews a stumbling-
block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness;
24 But unto them which are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God.
25 Because the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than 
men.

1 Corinthians 1:22-25, NIV 
 22Jews demand signs and 

Greeks look for wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ cru-
cified: a stumbling block 
to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, 24but to those 
whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wis-
dom of God. 25For the fool-
ishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the 
weakness of God is stronger 
than human strength.
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Instead of believing in the Gospel message for salva-
tion, many people, such as the Jews and Greeks, seek after 
something quite different. Rather than believing upon the 
Lord, the Jews demanded a sign from Him to prove He is 
their Messiah (see Matt. 12:38-40 and 27:39-42). Paul notes 
that the Jews’ attitude was that they would believe a pro-
posed statement or idea if a miracle were shown to them. 

On the other hand, the Greeks looked for worldly wis-
dom. Paul found this out in Athens (see Acts 17:16-34). 
After he presented the message of Jesus to the Areopagus 
council, some believed, but most either mocked him or 
just wanted their curiosity satisfied by inviting him back.

Apart from faith in Christ, people will never truly find 
what they yearn for because Christ being crucified for our 
sins is either a stumbling block (scandalous or offensive) 
or just plain foolishness to many. But for those who have 
received and answered God’s call, whether Jew or Greek, 
Jesus is both the power and the wisdom of God. For even 
His “foolishness” (vs. 25) is “wiser than human wisdom,” 
and His “weakness” is “stronger than human strength.”  

7. What do the Jews demand and why? 

8. What do the Greeks seek after and why?

9. Who is Christ to those who have heard and answered 
God’s call?

The Call of God
1 Corinthians 1:26-31, KJV
26 For ye see your calling, breth-

ren, how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called:
27 But God hath chosen the 

foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31, NIV
 26Brothers and sisters, 

think of what you were 
when you were called. Not 
many of you were wise 
by human standards; not 
many were influential; 
not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose the 
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world to confound the things 
which are mighty;
28 And base things of the 

world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things that 
are:
29 That no flesh should glory 

in his presence.
30 But of him are ye in Christ 

Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteous-
ness, and sanctification, and 
redemption:
31 That, according as it is writ-

ten, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord.

Paul then asked the Corinthian believers to consider 
their own calling. In so doing, they would see the truth 
that not many people who are wise in the ways of the 
world, impressive in the eyes of others, or born among the 
social elites receive or respond to God’s call on their lives. 

 God’s people can rejoice because our strength and wis-
dom are not from ourselves but from Him. This is why 
God’s people have nothing to brag about in themselves. 
It is by God’s gracious call that people come to Christ by 
faith and access God’s infinite wisdom. Christ is now our 
righteousness, sanctification, our redemption. We who 
once wallowed in our own folly and sin are now made 
holy in Him. So let us boast in God and not in ourselves. 

10. What did God choose to confound the ways of the 
world? 

11. What did God do for us by calling us to His Son 
Jesus Christ?

12. As a result, how should we respond to Him?

foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose 
the weak things of the world 
to shame the strong. 28God 
chose the lowly things of 
this world and the despised 
things—and the things that 
are not—to nullify the things 
that are, 29so that no one 
may boast before him. 30It 
is because of him that you 
are in Christ Jesus, who has 
become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteous-
ness, holiness and redemp-
tion. 31Therefore, as it is writ-
ten: “Let the one who boasts 
boast in the Lord.” 
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Is Education Worthless?
Today’s Scripture could lead some to think that non-

Christian thinkers and culture have nothing of value to 
offer. In the matter of salvation, no other religion, philoso-
phy, or good idea, no matter how well-intentioned, can 
equal God’s wise plan. Yet, most of us want our medical 
care provided by the best qualified trained professional, 
regardless of his or her religious beliefs.

It is possible to learn in these areas from non-believers. 
In his sermon in Athens in Acts 17, Paul demonstrated 
the evangelistic value of such knowledge by quoting from 
Greek philosophers in an environment where people were 
obsessed with acquiring new knowledge.

A thorough education in both the Bible and secular 
culture can open similar doors for us to speak credibly 
to non-Christians who value education. It also helps us 
guide family and friends who are struggling to know how 
to apply a Christian worldview to some of the latest ideas 
and trends. Like Paul, we may find some truthful, well-
expressed ideas in the culture that we can use as a bridge 
to guide others toward God’s wisdom in the Bible.

At the same time, we do need to heed biblical warnings 
that the world’s wisdom will come to nothing. Instead, we 
spread the news of what God has done through Christ to 
save the world—a wise plan that no human being could 
have devised or carried out. 

13. In your opinion is it best for Christians to avoid 
non-Christian sources of information and entertainment? 
What observations have you made of believers who make 
different choices in this area?

14. Has education been an important part of your life? 
How has it affected your personal relationship with Jesus, 
and your witness to others?

15. How has your life been blessed by Christians who do 
not have much formal education? Is education essential for 
all believers? Why or why not?
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Practice Boasting in God’s Wisdom
It’s natural to feel satisfaction when we work or study 

hard and achieve difficult goals. But when this turns into 
feelings of self-sufficiency, it becomes a spiritual problem. 
To overcome this, celebrate God’s role in your victories to 
transform self-boasting into boasting in God’s wisdom. 

 � Think of the last time you felt really good about an accom-
plishment, large or small. How did God equip, support, and 
encourage you from beginning to end of that project? Have you 
thanked Him and congratulated Him on His work in you?  
 
Achievement: 
 
 
God’s role and your thankfulness: 

KEY VERSE
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
 —1 Corinthians 1:28-29, KJV

God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that 
are, so that no one may boast before him. 
 —1 Corinthians 1:28-29, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 6 through February 12

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Galatians 4:1-7—God’s Children and Heirs.
Tues. Exodus 19:1-8—A Holy Nation.
Wed. John 15:1-14—Abide in Christ.
Thurs. John 15:15-27—Chosen by Christ.
Fri. Leviticus 19:2-4, 9-18—Be Holy.
Sat. Leviticus 20:22-26—Keep God’s Statutes.
Sun. 2 Timothy 1:3-14—Kindle God’s Gift.
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LESSON FOCUS: Always guard the sound teaching of the Gospel.

Reminder of the Call 

I don’t even know why you are trying to post a response 
to that crazy person,” said Tanesha to her good friend, 

Deisha.
Deisha was bent over her notebook, scrolling through 

her church’s website pages. She was on the Adult 
Education tab, looking for a lesson she recalled one of 
the teachers presenting on salvation and the work of the 
Cross. She had been tagged in a Christian post where the 
writer was elevating the need for women, Black women 
especially, to “cover themselves and be modest” to be 
saved. While the virtues of modest dress and living were 
Scriptural and beneficial, Deisha had heard a loud alarm 
in her head upon reading it.

“What was the need for the work of the Cross? Why did 
Christ die, if we could just cover our heads and bodies 
and be saved?” asked Deisha to Tanesha.

“Who are you asking?” asked Tanesha “I recognize 
legalism when I see it. For some, it’s more appealing to 
abide by rules than enter into a relationship.”

“Rule observance also strokes the ego, and lets the 
person think that the solution is dependent on them,” 
Tanesha added.

“Exactly,” Deisha replied. “That’s why I am replying to 
the person. Ah, here are the Scriptures I was looking for.” 
Deisha then added Romans 5:1, Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 
3:28, Galatians 2:16, and Galatians 6:13-14 to her post.

1. In your own words, describe what the Gospel says.

2. What other “gospels” have you heard that contradict 
the true Gospel?

3. Why would we follow teachings that are not the true 
Gospel?
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Sound Upbringing
2 Timothy 1:3-6, KJV 
3 I thank God, whom I serve 

from my forefathers with pure 
conscience, that without ceasing 
I have remembrance of thee in 
my prayers night and day;
4 Greatly desiring to see thee, 

being mindful of thy tears, that 
I may be filled with joy;
5 When I call to remembrance 

the unfeigned faith that is in 
thee, which dwelt first in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice; and I am per-
suaded that in thee also.
6 Wherefore I put thee in 

remembrance that thou stir up 
the gift of God, which is in thee 
by the putting on of my hands.

Paul began this letter by identifying himself as writer 
and Timothy as its recipient. Then, as with so many other 
letters, Paul expressed sincere thankfulness to God. He 
could give thanks with a “clear conscience” (vs. 3) because 
he was faithful to pray “night and day” for the one whom 
he considered to be his spiritual son in the faith. 

Though the apostle may have been the young man’s 
spiritual father, we see that Timothy’s mother, Eunice, 
and grandmother, Lois, had much to do with his spiritual 
upbringing. While Eunice was a Jew who had come to 
believe upon Jesus, her husband was a Greek (see Acts 
16:1). Therefore, it was up to her and her mother to raise 
Timothy in the faith, first regarding the truths of the Old 
Testament, and then the Gospel of Christ after they had 
come to faith in Him. From Paul’s personal observation, 

2 Timothy 1:3-6, NIV 
 3I thank God, whom I 

serve, as my ancestors did, 
with a clear conscience, 
as night and day I con-
stantly remember you in 
my prayers. 4Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you, so 
that I may be filled with joy. 
5I am reminded of your sin-
cere faith, which first lived 
in your grandmother Lois 
and in your mother Eunice 
and, I am persuaded, now 
lives in you also.
 6For this reason I remind 

you to fan into flame the 
gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my 
hands. 
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their faithfulness had reaped a blessed reward, because 
he could see clear evidence that Timothy shared the same 
faith in the Lord that his mother and grandmother had. 

As a result of their diligent efforts, Paul was able to 
build upon the foundation of faith those women had laid 
in Timothy’s life. So he reminded Timothy of the gift of 
God and the need to stir it up, like a flame that needed to 
be fanned to produce heat. Though the specific gift is not 
stated, it is likely Timothy was gifted by the Holy Spirit 
with teaching. Paul’s mention of “the laying on of my 
hands” is likely a reference to a commissioning service.

4. Why was Paul thankful?

5. By whom did Timothy come to faith in the Lord?

6. What was Timothy to remember? 

Sound Mind
2 Timothy 1:7-10, KJV 
7 For God hath not given us 

the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound 
mind.
8 Be not thou therefore 

ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of me his prison-
er: but be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the gospel accord-
ing to the power of God;
9 Who hath saved us, and 

called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us 
in Christ Jesus before the world 
began,
10 But is now made manifest 

2 Timothy 1:7-10, NIV 
 7For the Spirit God gave 

us does not make us timid, 
but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline. 8So do 
not be ashamed of the tes-
timony about our Lord or 
of me his prisoner. Rather, 
join with me in suffering for 
the gospel, by the power of 
God. 9He has saved us and 
called us to a holy life—not 
because of anything we 
have done but because of 
his own purpose and grace. 
This grace was given us 
in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time, 10but 
it has now been revealed 
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by the appearing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel:

Not only does the Holy Spirit gift us with the ability 
to serve our Savior and others, but He also empowers us 
to do so. He does not give us a spirit of fear or timidity. 
Rather, the Spirit gives each believer power, love, and “a 
sound mind” (KJV), or “self-discipline” (NIV), to carry out 
His purposes via the spiritual gifts that we have received. 

Further, we see that there is neither shame in testifying 
about the Lord nor in standing with His faithful servants. 
Paul was imprisoned for his testimony, and he encour-
aged Timothy to be prepared to suffer too. Instead of being 
faint of heart and mind, those who are saved from sin have 
God’s power and soundness of mind to live by. Therefore, 
we can gladly answer His call “to a holy life” (vs. 9). 

It is by grace that God’s people were saved, and this 
grace, which was part of God’s eternal plan before the 
world and time began, is now available to people only 
through what Jesus Christ did, for it was He who by His 
death, burial, and resurrection destroyed death and so 
give eternal life to those who respond to His Gospel. 

7. What has God given His people in the place of fear 
and timidity? 

8. How has God saved and called His people?

9. What did Jesus do at His appearing?

Sound Teaching 
2 Timothy 1:11-14, KJV
11 Whereunto I am appointed a 

preacher, and an apostle, and a 
teacher of the Gentiles.
12 For the which cause I also 

through the appearing of 
our Savior, Christ Jesus, who 
has destroyed death and has 
brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel.

2 Timothy 1:11-14, NIV
 11And of this gospel I was 

appointed a herald and an 
apostle and a teacher. 12That 
is why I am suffering as 
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suffer these things: neverthe-
less I am not ashamed: for I 
know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against 
that day.
13 Hold fast the form of sound 

words, which thou hast heard 
of me, in faith and love which 
is in Christ Jesus.
14 That good thing which was 

committed unto thee keep by 
the Holy Ghost which dwelleth 
in us.

As one who was a herald of the message of God, an 
apostle of Christ, and a teacher of truth, Paul was neither 
ashamed of his own testimony for the Lord nor of the suf-
fering that accompanied it, for he had absolute confidence 
in the One whom He trusted. Paul knew his calling to suf-
fer, and he also knew the One who called him. And based 
upon that knowledge, he was fully “persuaded” (vs. 12, 
KJV) that both his temporal life and his eternal destiny in 
Christ were absolutely secure. 

One way to stand faithfully for our God is to remain 
true to the sound teaching of His Word. Paul told Timothy 
to remain true and guard closely “the good deposit” (vs. 
14) of “sound teaching” (vs. 13) he had heard from Paul. 
Sound teaching must always remain faithful and guard 
diligently the truths of Scripture, which we can do in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Sound teaching of the Gospel 
points the way to salvation, and sound teaching of the rest 
of Scripture equips those who are saved for God’s work. 

10. For what cause did Paul suffer? 

11. Why was Paul not ashamed to suffer for that cause?

12. What did Paul admonish Timothy to guard?

I am. Yet this is no cause 
for shame, because I know 
whom I have believed, and 
am convinced that he is able 
to guard what I have entrust-
ed to him until that day.
 13What you heard from me, 

keep as the pattern of sound 
teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus. 14Guard 
the good deposit that was 
entrusted to you—guard it 
with the help of the Holy 
Spirit who lives in us.
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False Prosperity
The apostles John and Peter warned the early Christians 

that even in the first century, false teachers were promot-
ing different “gospels” than the one true Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. As Peter said of these false teachers, “They will 
secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 
sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruc-
tion on themselves. Many will follow their depraved con-
duct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute” (2 Pet. 
2:1-3). John warned, “Anyone who runs ahead and does 
not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; 
whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and 
the Son” (2 John 9).

Peter and John could have been describing those today  
who promote what’s called the prosperity gospel. Several 
televangelists push the idea that financial blessings come 
with great faith and grand tithing—especially when they 
are collecting the tithing. God wants to bless you with 
abundant material things. You just have to pray enough 
and give enough money.

The nephew of one prominent televangelist told 
Christianity Today that at least for him, the prosperity gos-
pel gave him a life of luxury. He and his uncle traveled on 
a private jet doing “gospel” ministry. “Our lifestyle was 
lavish, our loyalty was enforced, and our version of the 
gospel was big business.” 

Paul in his prison cell writing to Timothy was hardly 
living in “prosperity,” and he told Timothy that people 
“will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 
myths” (2 Tim. 4:4). But like Timothy, we must guard the 
true Gospel and share it, no matter the cost.

13. Why are false gospels so appealing to people? 

14. What is God’s definition of being prosperous? 

15. How is the true Gospel of Jesus Christ better than 
any false gospel?
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When the Winds Blow
Many winds of false doctrines can carry us away 

from sound teaching. It’s important to be mature, solid, 
and strong in sound Gospel teaching. Paul warned the 
Ephesians and us to “no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every 
wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of 
people in their deceitful scheming” (Eph. 4:14). 

 � Fill in this promise to be on guard against the false doctrines 
that try to pull us away from the Gospel: “I ______________, 
promise to guard my heart against following any false doctrines 
and always follow the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

KEY VERSE
Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. —2 Timothy 1:13, KJV

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, 
with faith and love in Christ Jesus. —2 Timothy 1:13, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 13 through February 19

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. James 1:19-27—Pure and Undefiled Religion.
Tues. Amos 5:7-15—Defender of the Oppressed.
Wed. Psalm 68:1-13—Father of Orphans, Protector of Widows.
Thurs. Proverbs 31:1-9—Defend the Poor and Needy.
Fri. Luke 4:16-30—Good News for the Poor.
Sat. James 5:1-11—Coming Miseries upon the Rich.
Sun. James 2:1-12—God Has Chosen the Poor.



W e e k  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 9  •  P a g e  8 2L e s s o n  1 2  •  F e b r u a r y  1 9  •  P a g e  8 2

LESSON FOCUS: Love all your neighbors as yourself.

Responsibility of Those Called

What’s he doing here?” Roland said with an edge in his 
voice, not realizing he had verbalized the menacing 

thought.
Grady looked at Roland with a raised eyebrow and then 

followed Roland’s barely concealed scowl to the other per-
son. “Are you talking about Warren? I don’t know. He’s a 
good guy.”

Warren was browsing the collection of LP albums at the 
church rummage sale. Roland and Grady had been at the 
church since 5:30 a.m., helping arrange everything for the 
big sale.

Warren lived in a plush subdivision that Roland had 
only seen from outside of its gates. The houses started at 
$600,000. Roland knew Warren through a mutual acquain-
tance. Roland told himself that he didn’t begrudge Warren 
his wealth, accolades, and seemingly pristine life. But the 
tightness around Roland’s eyes and the hardness in his 
chest did not fit with this confession.   

“He’s looking at your collection, man,” Grady said,  
then added, “Why don’t you go over there and help him 
out?”

Roland swallowed the tightness in his throat as he 
moved slowly toward Warren. “God, forgive me,” Roland 
prayed. “I am jealous and envious of this man. I do not 
know what is in his heart, and even if I did, it’s nothing 
worse than what’s in mine. You have commanded me to 
love everyone. Help me do it, Lord. Help me.”

1. Finish this statement: A neighbor is someone who 
______________________.

2. How can you love a neighbor who hates you?

3. How “neighborly” would you say your group is? Your 
church?
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Love Refuses to Display Favoritism 
James 2:1-4, KJV
1 My brethren, have not the 

faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory, with respect 
of persons.
2 For if there come unto your 

assembly a man with a gold 
ring, in goodly apparel, and 
there come in also a poor man 
in vile raiment;
3 And ye have respect to him 

that weareth the gay clothing, 
and say unto him, Sit thou here 
in a good place; and say to the 
poor, Stand thou there, or sit 
here under my footstool:
4 Are ye not then partial in 

yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts?

Even at this time in the life of the early Church, possibly 
20 years after Jesus’ resurrection, believers were favoring 
people based on their status, showing preferences based 
solely on outward appearances. 

In verses 2-3, James presents a hypothetical example of 
this type of bias in his audience. Two people with quite 
different positions in life visit one of their gatherings and 
receive different welcomes, to say the least.

The leader of the meeting offers the rich guest a choice 
seat. The gold ring marks him as someone with both high 
social status and wealth, for in the first century a.d. those 
wishing to impress others would rent rings to wear at spe-
cial occasions to appear to have a high social position.

The poor man’s “filthy old clothes” perhaps identifies 
him as a beggar. The one in charge tells this one to either 
stand in the back or sit on the floor. Rather than offer 
him assistance in finding a place to sit as he did with the 

James 2:1-4, NIV
 1My brothers and sisters, 

believers in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism. 2Suppose a man 
comes into your meeting 
wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in 
filthy old clothes also comes 
in. 3If you show special atten-
tion to the man wearing fine 
clothes and say, “Here’s a 
good seat for you,” but say 
to the poor man, “You stand 
there” or “Sit on the floor by 
my feet,” 4have you not dis-
criminated among yourselves 
and become judges with evil 
thoughts?
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wealthy person, he treats the poor man with disdain.
Such discrimination reveals two basic sins, that of a 

divided allegiance and “evil thoughts” or motives, includ-
ing their divided loyalties between God and money.

4. How does the reception of the rich man differ from 
that of the poor man?

5. Why does James condemn such partiality on the part 
of his readers?

Love Honors Those Whom God Chooses 
James 2:5-7, KJV
5 Hearken, my beloved 

brethren, Hath not God cho-
sen the poor of this world 
rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love 
him?
6 But ye have despised 

the poor. Do not rich men 
oppress you, and draw you 
before the judgment seats?
7 Do not they blaspheme that 

worthy name by the which ye 
are called?

Many in the Church at this time were from the poorer 
class, as they had responded more readily to the Gospel. 
James reminds his readers that the Lord had chosen the 
poor to be rich in faith and partake in His coming glori-
ous kingdom, so they were to honor those whom God had 
chosen to be their co-inheritors of eternal life. 

The rich visitor represented the class of people who 
oppressed early believers with a variety of lawsuits. The 
Greek word for “exploiting” depicts intense harassment 

James 2:5-7, NIV
 5Listen, my dear brothers and 

sisters: Has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the eyes 
of the world to be rich in faith 
and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him? 
6 But you have dishonored the 
poor. Is it not the rich who are 
exploiting you? Are they not 
the ones who are dragging you 
into court? 7 Are they not the 
ones who are blaspheming the 
noble name of him to whom 
you belong?
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and ruthless force to deprive early Christians of their 
rights and their money. In spite of this, James’s readers 
favored the rich when they attended their meetings.

In verse 7, James mentions another inconsistency of 
favoring those of high social rank. Not only did they 
harass them in the law courts, but they also blasphemed 
the name of Jesus. Why display partiality to those who 
exhibited such open hostility to their beloved Savior? 

The “noble name” of the Lord denotes the idea of excel-
lence and honor. Why did they show deference to those 
who attacked the very Name they cherished?

6. Why did their favoritism toward the rich lack com-
mon sense?

God’s Royal Law Teaches Us to Love
James 2:8-12, KJV
8 If ye fulfil the royal law 

according to the scripture, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself, ye do well:
9 But if ye have respect to 

persons, ye commit sin, and 
are convinced of the law as 
transgressors.
10 For whosoever shall keep 

the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all.
11 For he that said, Do not 

commit adultery, said also, Do 
not kill. Now if thou commit 
no adultery, yet if thou kill, 
thou art become a transgressor 
of the law.
12 So speak ye, and so do, as 

they that shall be judged by 
the law of liberty.

James 2:8-12, NIV
 8If you really keep the royal 

law found in Scripture, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself,” 
you are doing right. 9But if 
you show favoritism, you sin 
and are convicted by the law 
as lawbreakers. 10For whoever 
keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles at just one point is 
guilty of breaking all of it. 
11For he who said, “You shall 
not commit adultery,” also 
said, “You shall not murder.” 
If you do not commit adultery 
but do commit murder, you 
have become a lawbreaker.
12Speak and act as those who 

are going to be judged by the 
law that gives freedom.
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James anticipated that his readers might justify their 
preferential treatment of the rich on the basis of the com-
mand to “Love your neighbor as yourself” (vs. 8). The 
issue, however, was not that of treating the wealthy per-
son with respect, but that of treating the poor person with 
contempt. Such behavior breaks this command because 
both are just as much a neighbor as the other. 

The reference to the law as “royal” depicts it as something 
of regal character, a command worthy of high status. This 
may refer to its lofty character or perhaps that those keeping 
it demonstrate their allegiance to Jesus, their King.

In verses 10-11, James does not seek to accuse them of 
breaking the other aspects of God’s “royal law,” but that 
their behavior demonstrated the same sinful tendencies 
that show themselves in these other ways. 

The bad news is that if we break just one of God’s com-
mands, it makes us a lawbreaker in God’s eyes and in 
need of redemption. The Good News is that we have a 
Savior who died in our place taking upon Himself the 
penalty due for our sins. If possession of eternal life 
depended on keeping the law, no one could ever obtain it. 
It depends solely on Jesus (John 14:6).

Rather than a law that enslaves people as did the Old 
Testament law, the Holy Spirit empowers us to obey its 
moral demands. In verse 12, James describes our new obli-
gation as coming from a “law that gives freedom.” 

Jesus gives us such liberty because in Him we remain 
forever free from the law’s condemnation (see Rom. 8:1, 
31-34). Absolute freedom from the guilt of our sins does 
not lead to a license to sin; it motivates us to live for the 
One who gave His life for us so that we might show the 
same mercy to others regardless of their status (discussed 
in vs. 13).

7. How do these verses demonstrate our need for Jesus’ 
righteousness versus that of our own?

8. How can there be a law that gives us freedom?
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The Homeless Visitor
Your neighbor is anyone and everyone. It’s the per-

son next door, down the street, in another state, and in 
another country. Your neighbor is a rich man, a poor man, 
a healthy man, and a sick man. As we love God and our-
selves, we will love others. First John 4:8 says, “Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 

One Sunday morning, Pastor Derek Rigby, who did not 
shave for three days, disguised himself as a homeless per-
son and sat on the steps of his church, Trinity Methodist 
Church in Prestatyn, Wales, surrounded by empty lager 
cans and syringes. Only one person in the congregation 
knew of the pastor’s plan so he could keep parishioners 
from calling the police to “remove” the homeless man. As 
the members of the congregation went into the church, 
they either ignored the pastor or told him to leave—they 
were worried about him breaking into their cars parked in 
front of the church.

When the pastor later walked to the front of the church 
and identified himself, he said of the people, “Some were 
very embarrassed. Nobody was angry with me but they 
were shocked they had ignored me in the way they had.” 

Pastor Rigby, a former police officer, said he had done 
the same thing with two other congregations. Those peo-
ple had given him food, a blanket, and some money before 
he revealed his identity, but his new congregation did not. 
It was a visual reminder of what Jesus said: “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40, KJV).

9. Why is avoiding favoritism especially important in a 
church?

10. How can all your good works mean nothing if you 
don’t love others?

11. In what ways can you avoid showing the favoritism 
the world often shows?
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Our Upside-down World
The world is upside down in some respects. We honor 

the wealthy no matter what they say or do because of 
their abundance. Their abundance clouds the eyes of those 
who desperately want riches. The world judges the poor 
because of their lack of material gain even though they 
may be rich in faith. On the other hand, God honors the 
poor because of their rich faith, which is most important to 
Him. God wants us to be like Him toward the poor. 

 � Who will you commit to connect with this week that you 
might not usually reach out to? Do this individually, as a class, 
or even as a church if there are folks in your “neighborhood” that 
others are avoiding or you see need your help and assistance.

KEY VERSE
Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of 
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love him? —James 2:5, KJV

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to 
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 
 —James 2:5, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 20 through February 26

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Colossians 1:9-22—Rescued from Darkness.
Tues. 1 Timothy 6:11-16—A Charge to a Young Leader.
Wed. Isaiah 42:8-17—God Turns Darkness into Light.
Thurs. Psalm 119:121-136—God’s Word Gives Light.
Fri. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-10—You Are Children of Light.
Sat. 1 Peter 2:1-12—You Are Chosen.
Sun. 1 Peter 2:13-25—The Light Brings Freedom.
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LESSON FOCUS: Live a life built on the cornerstone of Christ.

Results of the Call

What kind of project do you have going on in the win-
ter?” asked Lloyd.

Aaron looked up from his perusal. There was a sale on 
lumber, and the hardware store manager was deciding 
how many pieces to buy. Aaron’s shift had ended 30 min-
utes ago, and he had called his wife, Charlotta, to let her 
know he would be late.

“My family and I do projects for senior citizens in the 
summer months, and this price is too good to let go by,” 
said Aaron.

“Side jobs are nice,” Lloyd replied. 
“No, we do summer work for free,” Aaron said. “We 

want to be a blessing to those who are in need. My wife 
and I decided to do this when we first got married 23 
years ago.”

After Aaron left the store, Lloyd mentioned him to a 
longtime employee. “Aaron is a great guy,” said Carlton. 
“I’ve known him since I came to work here 13 years ago. 
He is a solid, stand-up Christian.”

“Who’s always preaching at you, right?” said Lloyd, 
who had been on the job for the last two weeks.

“Not at all,” replied Carlton. “He may speak on the 
greatness and goodness of God, but mostly Aaron is just 
a decent guy. You don’t hear any negative or unkind talk 
from him. He loves and takes good care of his family. He’s 
a great manager. He’s a real Christian who’s built his life 
on the foundation of the Lord.”

1. Why is the foundation so important when building 
something?

2. On what shaky or solid foundations do people build 
their lives?

3. Why should we be careful in laying our life’s 
foundation?
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Long for the Nourishment of God’s Word
1 Peter 2:1-3, KJV
1 Wherefore laying aside 

all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil speakings,
2 As newborn babes, desire the 

sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby:
3 If so be ye have tasted that 

the Lord is gracious.

The instructions that Peter gave his readers sprang from 
a life built on Jesus, our solid Rock. They had been “born 
again . . . through the living and enduring word of God”  
(1 Pet. 1:23). So, they could “rid” themselves of the remnants 
of their past state as if taking off a coat  (1 Pet. 2:1).

Due to the ongoing opposition to their faith and unjust 
treatment they endured, the letter’s recipients likely felt 
tempted to respond in the ways listed in verse 1. As “mal-
ice” and “envy” built up inside them, would it not have 
been easy to “slander” their opponents by falsely accusing 
them? Why not try to deceive those persecuting them?

Peter now counsels these recent converts to the faith to 
“crave pure spiritual milk” (v. 2), which likely refers to 
God’s Word. In Hebrews 5:11-14, ingesting spiritual “milk” 
indicates a lack of maturity on the part of the readers, but 
the sense here is that their longing for it should resemble 
the intense hunger of “newborn babies.” 

Why emphasize God’s Word? Because there we find 
comfort and encouragement regardless of our circumstanc-
es. These believers had already discovered the goodness of 
the Lord, and it would become more apparent as they grew 
in their faith based God’s Word.

4. Why might the recipients of 1 Peter feel the temptation 
to their old way of life as described in verse 1?

5. What type of response to God’s Word does Peter desire 
for us?

1 Peter 2:1-3, NIV
 1Therefore, rid yourselves 

of all malice and all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and slander 
of every kind. 2Like newborn 
babies, crave pure spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, 
3now that you have tasted 
that the Lord is good.
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Build Your Life on Christ, the 
Cornerstone
1 Peter 2:4-8, KJV
4 To whom coming, as unto 

a living stone, disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen 
of God, and precious,
5 Ye also, as lively stones, 

are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ.
6 Wherefore also it is 

contained in the scripture, 
Behold, I lay in Sion a chief 
corner stone, elect, pre-
cious: and he that believeth 
on him shall not be 
confounded.
7 Unto you therefore which 

believe he is precious: but 
unto them which be dis-
obedient, the stone which 
the builders disallowed, the 
same is made the head of 
the corner,
8 And a stone of stumbling, 

and a rock of offence, even 
to them which stumble at 
the word, being disobedi-
ent: whereunto also they 
were appointed.

Those of us who “have tasted that the Lord is good” 
(vs. 3) continue coming to Him as our source of life and 
strength. While people around us reject the Lord, we find 

1 Peter 2:4-8, NIV
 4As you come to him, the liv-

ing Stone—rejected by humans 
but chosen by God and precious 
to him— 5you also, like liv-
ing stones, are being built into 
a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sac-
rifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it 
says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
 a chosen and precious  

  cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in  

  him 
 will never be put to shame.”
7Now to you who believe, this 

stone is precious. But to those 
who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders  

  rejected 
 has become the cornerstone,”
8and 
“A stone that causes people to  

  stumble 
 and a rock that makes them  

  fall.”
They stumble because they 

disobey the message—which is 
also what they were destined 
for.
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our risen Savior to be both a living hope and a reliable 
source of strength.

Because we share in the life of Jesus as “living stones,” 
Peter says that we embody a “holy priesthood” (vs. 5). 
This means that we have immediate access to God the 
Father through Jesus our High Priest (Heb. 4:14). We do 
not need a human intercessor, because through prayer we 
enter directly into the Lord’s presence. Furthermore, we 
can serve Him knowing that in so doing we offer to the 
Lord a “sacrifice” that He accepts.

We find another reason for serving Jesus at the end of 
verse 6: “the one who trusts in him will never be put to 
shame.” This quote from Isaiah 28:16 compares Christ 
to the cornerstone of the temple. Those who ridicule our 
dependence on the Lord may seek to disgrace us, but they 
will fail because in the end God’s love will prevail for all 
those who hope in Him (Rom. 5:5).

In verse 7, Peter distinguishes those who believe from 
those who reject Jesus. We find Him “precious;” He’s 
our dear Savior who gave His life for us. Those who 
reject Christ find themselves at odds with God the Father 
who has highly exalted Him in the same way that build-
ers place immense importance on finding just the right 
“cornerstone.”

The root of unbelief is disobedience to the saving 
message of the Gospel. Those who spurn the Good News 
“stumble” over the “stone” that could have been their 
means of eternal life. Proverbs 4:19 puts it this way: “The 
way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know 
over what they stumble.”

6. In what ways do these verses describe Jesus?

7. What’s the significance of being a “holy priesthood”?

Recognize Your New Identity in Christ
1 Peter 2:9-10, KJV
9 But ye are a chosen genera-

tion, a royal priesthood, an holy 

1 Peter 2:9-10, NIV
 9But you are a chosen 

people, a royal priesthood, 
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nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the prais-
es of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvel-
lous light;
10 Which in time past were 

not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy.

In contrast to those who reject the Savior and so “stum-
ble” over Him, we who believe receive a new identity. 
Blessings that once belonged exclusively to the Israelites 
are now also true of those in Christ. We possess the spiri-
tual blessings promised to Israel under the new covenant 
while the physical promises that God made to Israel 
remain on hold until the fullness of time (Rom. 11:25).

We comprise a “royal priesthood.” In ancient Israel, the 
king could never intrude on the duties of a priest; they 
remained separate. However, because Jesus fulfills both 
the offices of King and High Priest, we not only become a 
“holy priesthood” in Him, but one with the attributes of 
royalty. Such an exalted position uniquely qualifies us to 
declare the “praises” of the One who delivered us “out of 
darkness into his wonderful light” (vs. 9). 

Peter’s words in verse 10 resemble those of Hosea 2:23 
and Romans 9:25. In Christ, the wall separating Gentiles 
from the blessings of ancient Israel no long exists (Eph. 
2:11-22). God’s mercy now extends to all who place their 
trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

Peter marveled at God’s work in making blessings 
of the new covenant available to all those who believe. 
Although brought up within the confines of Judaism, he 
recognized the great mercy of God in receiving all who 
believe as members of His special people.

8. What aspects of our new identity in Christ does Peter 
highlight in verses 9 and 10?

a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him 
who called you out of dark-
ness into his wonderful 
light. 10Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you had 
not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.
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What Would Jesus Do?
When we are trying to live a life with Jesus as the Chief 

Cornerstone, we look at life’s situations and wonder, 
“What would Jesus do if He were here?” In the 1990s, a 
youth group leader from Holland, Michigan, helped her 
teenagers understand what He would do by asking that 
question: “What would Jesus do?” The acronym WWJD 
caught on and became a worldwide movement.

Over 100 years earlier, a book written by Charles M. 
Sheldon called In His Steps carried the subtitle, “What 
Would Jesus Do?” Sheldon (1857–1946), a teaching minis-
ter, began preaching sermons with various scenarios that 
ended with the challenge, “What Would Jesus Do?” to 
encourage his church members “not to do anything with-
out first asking themselves what Jesus would do in any 
situation.” The sermons were so popular that he turned 
them into a book. Sheldon also took the concept to the 
Topeka (KS) Daily Capital newspaper, and the newspaper’s 
circulation exploded from 12,000 to 387,000. 

Sheldon said in the book, “The greatest question in all 
of human life is summed up when we ask, ‘What would 
Jesus do?’ if, as we ask it, we also try to answer it from a 
growth in knowledge of Jesus Himself. We must know 
Jesus before we can imitate Him…. Our aim will be to act 
just as He would if He was in our places, regardless of 
immediate results. In other words, we propose to follow 
Jesus’ steps as closely and as literally as we believe He 
taught His disciples to do….” Sheldon said the only way 
to answer the question was “from a growth in knowledge 
of Jesus Himself.” 

9. How does asking “What would Jesus do” help us 
build our lives on Him? 

10. What examples would show that you imitated 
Christ even this past week?

11. In what areas do you need to grow in the knowledge 
of Jesus?
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The Wonderful Light
It’s amazing what God calls His believers! Those who 

follow Christ are chosen, royal, holy, and His special pos-
session! Peter said that once we come to the Lord and live 
in His brilliant light, we have a new citizenship with mag-
nificent benefits, one of which is God’s mercy on our sin 
and rebellion. 

 � Write Jesus a letter of gratitude thanking Him for calling 
you His special possession and committing to live a life built 
on Him as the Chief Cornerstone rather than something else. 
Name that “something else” if it is keeping you from wholly 
building your life on Him. 

KEY VERSE
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 —1 Peter 2:9, KJV

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 —1 Peter 2:9, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of February 27 through March 5

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Psalm 28—Lord, Hear My Prayer.
Tues. Matthew 11:25-30—Come to Me, You Weary.
Wed. Matthew 14:13-21—Jesus Shows Compassion.
Thurs. Psalm 71:1-12—I Take Refuge in the Lord.
Fri. Psalm 71:13-24—I Will Proclaim God’s Work.
Sat. Luke 15:1-10—Heavenly Rejoicing!
Sun. Luke 15:11-24—A Rebellious Son Restored.
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C O M P R E H E N S I V E  B I B L E  S T U D Y

Lesson Cycle 
F O R  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 4

] Next quarter’s study

SEPTEMBER DECEMBER MARCH JUNE

2021/22

Celebrating God 
(Studies in

Exodus,  
2 Samuel, 

Psalms, Mark, 
Acts, Revelation)

Justice, Law, 
History

(Studies in the 
Pentateuch,  

2 Samuel, Ezra, 
Job, Isaiah, 

Nahum) 

God Frees and 
Redeems 
(Studies in 

Deuteronomy, 
Ezra, Matthew, 
John, Romans, 

Galatians)

Partners in a 
New Creation

(Studies in 
Isaiah, John, 
Revelation)

2022/23

Chosen, Not 
Choice: God’s 
Exceptional 

Choice
(Studies in 

Genesis, Exodus,  
Deuteronomy, 

Judges,  
1 Samuel, 
Ephesians)  

Chosen, Not 
Choice: From 
Darkness to 

Light
(Studies in 

2 Chronicles, 
Isaiah, Joel, 

Luke, 
1 Corinthians,  

2 Timothy, 
James, 1 Peter) 

] Chosen, 
Not Choice: 

Jesus Calls Us 
(Studies in the 
Gospels, Acts)

The Righteous 
Reign of God

(Studies in 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, 

Zephaniah, 
Zechariah, 
Matthew, 
Romans, 
Galatians,   

1 Corinthians)

2023/24

God’s Law Is 
Love

(Studies in Luke, 
John, Acts, 
Romans,

1 Corinthians, 
Galatians, 

Colossians)

Faith That 
Pleases God

(Studies in 
Ruth, 1 Samuel, 

2 Chronicles,
Proverbs, 

Isaiah, Daniel, 
Habakkuk,
Matthew, 

Luke, Romans, 
Hebrews) 

Examining Our 
Faith 

(Studies in the 
Gospels, Acts, 

Romans,  
2 Corinthians,  
1 Peter, Jude)

Hope in the 
Lord

(Studies 
in Psalms, 

Lamentations,
Acts, Romans,  
2 Corinthians,
Colossians, 
Hebrews,

1 Thessalonians, 
Titus, 1 John)



g
Coming Up 

Next Quarter
Chosen, Not Choice: 

Jesus Calls Us
 Unit 1 shows Jesus disregarding societal barriers and 
reaching people on the margins. He tells the parable of the 
prodigal son, says a child is the “greatest” in the Kingdom, 
welcomes a Samaritan woman, and heals a man possessed 
by a legion of demons. 
 Unit 2 centers on Jesus’ appearances to His followers 
after the Resurrection including the women at the tomb 
and the disciples.
 Unit 3 highlights the birth of the early church with the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and Peter 
and John demonstrate the Spirit’s power when they heal a 
lame man. The Spirit transports Philip to the chariot of the 
Ethiopian eunuch, and Jesus calls Ananias to minister to 
the newly converted Saul.

Comprehensive Bible Study lessons are organized according 
to a thematic study of the Bible following the International 
Sunday School Lessons series. In six years, this cycle will 
touch on the Bible’s key themes through studies of books 
in both the Old and New Testaments.
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GUIDE TO THE HIT SERIES

THE CHOSEN

Dig deeper into the narrative of the 
groundbreaking television series about 
the life of Jesus in these eight-week 
Bible studies.

Each lesson includes

In-depth looks at both the Old and 
New Testament

Script excerpts, quotes, and 
illustrations from the show

Questions for individuals or groups

Find these official study guides and other gifts at thechosengifts.com. 
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